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Egyptian airliner files to Syria 


DAMASCUS (AJP) — The first conaardd Egyptian flight to Syria since 
1979 — when tHphimatir! itUknt vn severed following Cairo's treaty 
with brad — landed here Tneaday. The Egypt Air Boeing 737 carried a 
special party of oflkialB lead by Smik- Hash ed, Egypt's depnty mi nister of 
transport. The two countries stffl do not have diplomatic relations, but 
Egyptian President Hood Mubarak and Syrian President Bates AJ Assad 
decided during a phone caB Monday to iowm air links. A Syrian Arab 
Airlines jet is doc to make the a p proximate two how flight to Cairo 
W ee facsday. Adnan A1 Jabi, bead of Syrian Airlines and Mnnir JerowH, 
deputy n rfnta tt n r of transport, met the plane. “TWs positive step wS 
promote deep brot h e rly r elati ons. b e t ween the Egyptian and Syrian 
peoples,” said gashad. He said Egypt Air wfl fly three times a week to the 
Syrian capital from Cabo. Jabi said the two delegations would talk about 
tourist errhangra between the two countries as well as the airline 
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King, N. Yemen leader 
discuss peace efforts, 
Lebanon, ACC issues 


.By/Mariam M. Shabin 

Joaan Times Staff Writer 
AMMAN —His Majesty King 
' Hussein and North Yemeni Presi¬ 
dent Ali Abdollah Saleh began 
taflesbere Tuesday on inter-Arab 
affairs, issues related to the Arab 
Cooperation Council (ACC) and 
other' matters of mutual interest 
as «eQ as efforts under way to 
settle the Arab-Israeli conflict 
and the Lebanese problem. 

A North Yemeni official said 
the King and President Saleh 
reviewed cooperation among the 
-four ACC countries — Iraq, 
Egypt, North Yemen and Jordan 
-i- and means to promote coor¬ 
dination among them. 

-The official c o nfirm ed that the 
Kin£ and Saleh were to discuss 
foeissucof South Yemen’s possi- 


bfle entry to foe'ACC, which has 
left its door open for other Arab 
stares to join in. The possibility of 
SouthYemen entering the coun¬ 
cil wasboosted with the agree- 
meat last mouth between the two 
Yemens on a reunification for¬ 
mula. 

In an arrival statement at Mar¬ 
ks anprot, where he was received 
with a static welcome ceremony 
headed by the King and high- 
ranking officials. President Saleh 
said he was “delimited to be in 
Jordan .at tbe invitation of King' 
Hussein for consultations on 
osues of mutual concern to the 
twycountries,” the Jordan News 


Agency, Ptetra, reported. 

Saleh was also quoted as saying 
that his talks with King Hussein 
would cover the latest develop¬ 
ments on the Arab and interna¬ 
tional scenes. He said the recent 
events had opened the door of 
East-West detente and that these 
events had strengthened world 
peace and security. He said tbe 
talks would also cover the latest 
developments in the Palestinian, 
issue. 

The president said he would 
brief the King on measures 
adopted by the : two Yemens for 
reunification. 

The North Yemeni president, 
who is on his second trip to 
Jordan this year, said he followed 
the Jordanian parli a me nt a r y elec¬ 
tions held last month with great 
interest and pride, adding that he 
appreciated the return of the leg¬ 
islative body to the Jo rdanian 
scene and commended the forma¬ 
tion of the new go vernm ent. 

Saleh is accompanied by a 24- 
member delegation, which in¬ 
cludes Deputy Prime Minister 
Ha$san Makki, Qeputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Dr. Abdul Karim Iryani, 
the speaker and members of 
National Consultancy Council 
(Shura), the minister of youth 
and sprats, the head of commit¬ 
tee for foreign affairs of tbs 
Shura, and tbe head of the health 
and welfare committee of the 


Shura. 

Abdo Bouzji, chief press offic¬ 
er of the delegation accompany¬ 
ing the North Yemeni president, 
said Saleh was returning two 
visits paid to Sanaa by King Hus¬ 
sein. 

The King and President Saleh 
held a second round of talks 
Tuesday evening attended by 
senior officials from both sides. 
Petr a said die King reaffirmed 
and paid tribute to die brotherly 
relations bea tween the people of 
Jordan and North Yemen. The 
ties between the two countries 
were further boosted by the 
ACC, the King said. 

The King expressed hope that 
the next ACC summit, scheduled 
to be held in Amman in Febru¬ 
ary, would further bolster rela¬ 
tions among the four member 
countries. 

The talks were attended on the 
North Yemeni side by the delega¬ 
tion accompanying President* 
Saleh. Attending the talks on die 
Jordanian side were Prime Minis¬ 
ter Mudar Badran, Royal Court 
Chief Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, 
Chief Chamberlain Prince Ra’ad 
Ben Zeid, Deputy Prime Minister 
and Interior Minister Salem 
Masa'adeh, Information Minister 
Ibrahim Izzcddme, Minister of 
Industry and Trade Zaid Fariz, 
Minister of Youth Ibrahim Gho- 
babhseh and the secretary-gener¬ 
al of the Royal Court. 



®s Majesty King Hussein aad North Yemeni 
Presid en t AH Abdallah Saleh hold a -w j - rtag 
Tnesday evening attended by senior from 




both sides. On the King’s right are Prime Minister 
Mndar Badran and Royal Court Chief Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker (Petra photo) 


Journalists association pays 
tribute to King’s initiatives 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordan 
Press Association (JPA) has ex¬ 
pressed pride of the democratic 
procedures witnessed in Jordan in 
this stage through holding free 
elections and moves that may 
result in lifting martial laws. 

In a cable sent to IBs Majesty 
King Hussein Tuesday, the JPA 
emphasised that the govern¬ 
ment's decision to reverse the 
Economic Security Committee’s 
(ESC) decision to takeover the 
Kingdom’s daily newspapers was 
the beginning of anew era in die 
history- of the Jordanian press. 

Following is the full text of tbe 
cable: ■ 

The Jordan Press Association 
is honoured to express loyalty 
and allegiance to Your Majesty 
and to voice deep appreciation 
and gratitude for your care for 


the Jordanian press and for your 
endeavours to make it assume its 
active role in serving Jordan, its 
citizens and the causes of die 
Arab Nation. 

As Jordan is entering a new 
stage in its modem history, a 
stage which is distinguished by 
the climate of tolerance and 
openness and for the spirit of 
demoCTacy under Your Majesty’s 
directives, die JPA council likes 
to express its pride over the 
democratic procedures that Your 
Majesty opened at tins stage by 
holding free and dean elections 
and launching moves towards lift¬ 
ing martial law. 

The government’s decision to 
reverse the Economic Security 
Committee’s decision issued last 
year is the beginning of a new era 
in the history of tbe Jordanian 


press and a correction to situa¬ 
tions that contributed to Hmrting 
the freedom of expression and 
opinion. 

Your Majesty, we. in tbe name 
of tbe press family, are looking 
forward to more procedures that 
will contribute to activating the 
role of the press and JPA in the 
democratic march and to organise 
the situations of the press in 
accordance with die historical cir¬ 
cumstances that we are all living 
under your wise leadership. 

We promise Your Majesty to 
be honest on the sanctity of the 
word in serving our national' 
issues and to perform our mission 
and deal with the democratic 
formula with great care and re¬ 
sponsibility, with the interest of 
Jordan and die Arab Nation 
above any other consideration. 


King: Children’s needs should be world priority 


.. Byja. Jordan. Times . 

Staff Write 

AMMAN IBs Majesty King 
Hussein Tuesday called for inter¬ 
national endorsement of chil¬ 
dren’s needs as a fop priority item 
in the political agenda and reaf¬ 
firmed Jordan’s commitment to 
die health, welfare and aspira¬ 
tions of all world children. 

The King, in a televised mes¬ 
sage mariong the occasion of tbe 
release of the 1989 State of tbe 
World’s Children Reprat by the 
Unite d Na tions Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF), lamented the abs¬ 
ence of a unanimous world deci¬ 
sion to. make use of health poli¬ 
cies and technologies to save the 
fives of children and mothers and 
.'uadeximed the fact that the situa¬ 
tion was not any easier now, in 
. fight of the .economic burdens 
shouldered by Third World conn- 


Describingthe situation as pos- 
ing as “real moral challenge,” the 
King called for' mobilisation of 
.the'^“necessary political wflF’ to¬ 
wards adopting action to protect 
the.wbxkPs children. 

. :Tbe 1989-State of the World's 
Children Report was released 
1 worldwide Tuesday. In Amman, 
it was launched by UNICEF Mid¬ 
dle East and North Africa Re¬ 
gional Director Richard Reid at a 
press conference. 

- In an^ opening statement, Reid 
gammed up the world situation of 


drikbeaas bright rai the one side 
since the international detente 
and shifting focus from regional 
conflicts meant diversion of milit¬ 
ary allocations to people’s wel¬ 
fare, but grim on the other since 
many Third World countries are 
today straining under the burden 
of external debts. 

The global economic situation, 
Reid said, poses “severe hazards 
and setbacks and hard times fra 
children all around like world.” 
He said every family in the Third 
World was deprived of an aver¬ 
age of $400 every year in national 
debt repayment or servicing. This 
means the family deprived of 
good food and nutrition and 
reasonable health services. 

At the same time, there is also 
an increasing trend to shift tbe 
issue of children to the “very 
centre of the national agenda,” 
he noted and referred to a plan¬ 
ned "world summit for children” 
in September 1990 which is ex¬ 
pected to address some of the 
fundamental issues involved. 

Rekf expressed hope that the 
summit would produce concrete 
action, in terms of alleviation of 
the economic burden of debtor 
states, and “defeated commit¬ 
ment and action” by .individual 
states to give the .attention that 
the chQdren and their health de¬ 
serve. 

He explained that one of tbe 
expectations attached to the sum¬ 
mit was decisions by creditor na¬ 


tions to write off some of the debts 
of debtor states with understand¬ 
ing that the debtors would be 
using the reprieved amount to 
safeguard the fives and health of 
their children. 

“UNICEF is pinning a lot on 
the world summit,” which is ex¬ 
pected to be attended by at least 
50 heads of state, Reid said. 

He paid tribute to the message 
issued by King Hussein Tuesday 
and described it as “the embodi¬ 
ment of the political will” that is 
necessary to protect future gen¬ 
erations. 

Following is the fall text of the 
King’s message: 

“At a time when we stand at 
the threshold of the last decade of 
the 20th century, we find 
ourselves face to face with one of 
the most dangerous crossroads 
that contemporary history has 
ever encountered. The lives and 
welfare of hundreds of millions of 
men, women and children are at 
stake because of the complex 
, global problems facing them, 
' such as indebtedness, environ¬ 
mental degradation, economic 
restructuring and the framed 
arms race. 

“The policies to be adopted by 
individual countries or groupings 
of countries during the next de¬ 
cade will shape our responses to 
toe problems facing half the 
wodd’s population. These poli¬ 
cies will determine whether half 
the population on our planet wfll 


be exposed to further sufferings 
as a result of high infant mortality 
rates (IMR), malnutrition, semi¬ 
illiteracy, roidemics and early 
death, or wfll be able to prevent 
this deterioration, whereby ev¬ 
erybody wfll have access to health 
services, education opportunities 
and a decent productive life. 

“Tire United Nations Chil¬ 
dren’s Fund (UNICEF) today 
launched an extremely important 
publication which helps ns iden¬ 
tify tbe alternatives, we, as hu¬ 
man beings living on this planet 
with its limited resources, should 
opt for. 

“The 1990 State of the World’s 
Children Report, issued by the 
Amman-based UNICEF regional 
office for the Middle East and 
North Africa, and distributed 
simultaneously worldwide, is 
both a for-sighted and a binding 
document The report should be 
read tlunougbly and attentively, 
not just by the medical cadres or 
officials, but also by all indi¬ 
viduals and institutions involved 
in formulating general policies or 
those who can influence such 
policies. 

“In line with the world’ s ex- 
pectations attached to UNICEF, 
the report hi ghlig hts a number of 
major global problems which 
should be addressed if an end is 
sought to the preventable death 
of milli ons of children every year. 

UNICEFs report enhances 


hopes that life will prevail over 
death, logic and reason over 
weakness and hope over despair. 
Tbe last decade has proved that it 
is possible to save millions of lives 
through the adoption of. cost- 
effective health policies such as 
immunisation, oral rehydration 
therapy, breastfeeding and birth- 
spacing. 

“In this regard, I am pleased to 
point out that our region is at the 
forefront of world countries, ap¬ 
plying health policies capable of 
reducing IMR. These policies and 
technologies have been tested 
and found effective in protecting 
the lives of children and advanc¬ 
ing their normal growth. We are 
folly aware of the methods that 
can save the lives of thousands of 
children every day throughout 
the world. However, the world 
has not so for taken a unanim ous 
decision on putting into practice 
this knowledge of saving the lives 
of children and mothers and im¬ 
proving their health and welfare. 

k ‘In fact the problem has never 
been harder than it is now, be¬ 
cause of the economic challenge 
facing Third World countries. 
These challenges take the form of 
increasing indebtedness, the cost 
of debt service, flow of capital, 
slackening of savings and invest¬ 
ments, in addition to the con¬ 
straints of hard currencies and 
their exchange rates and the 
onerous restructuring of econo¬ 


mic situations. 

“ With th is in mind, the feats of 
UNICEFs report is on giving 
children the ‘first call’ among 
concerns and preoccupations of 
society. For normal and practical 
binding -objectives, children’s 
needs should top the political 
agenda of global political actions. 
Their needs should be given 
priority where a nation’s re¬ 
sources or policies are concerned. 
In tins connection, we take part 
in recent world developments in¬ 
cluding the U.N. General Assem¬ 
bly meeting last month on the 
.Convention on die Rights of the 
Child and the world summit for 
children to be held in 1990. 

UNICEFs report does not 
only present scientific facts about 
the measures that can save chil¬ 
dren’s fives, but also confronts us 
once again with a real moral 
challenge. This challenge lies in 
our ability to mobilise foe neces¬ 
sary political will and to translate 
foe sympathy and genuine feel¬ 
ings into proper and effective 
policies for saving children’s 
fives. 

While congratulating UNICEF 
and the United Nations on this 
innovative work whidi we en¬ 
dorse with optimism, we wish 
them every success in their en¬ 
deavours. Once again we reiter¬ 
ate our commitment to the 
health, welfare and aspirations of 
all the world children.” 


grip on congress 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Presi¬ 
dent MIkhafl Gorbachev, keeping 
a firm hand on proceedings, from 
the rostrum, ensured Tuesday 
that, foe Soviet parliament, re¬ 
jected a.call to debate the Com¬ 
munist Party’s guaranteed lead¬ 
ing role. . 

The' Congress of "People’s De¬ 
puties/ conve n ing' for its second 
seision, heeded an appeal by 
Gorbachev against dealing with 
“crucial aspects of our social sys¬ 
tem,” at a single stroke, voting 
agamst-foe motion by 1,138 to 
839 :with. 56 abstentions! 

“We must approach constitu¬ 
tional matters with great respon¬ 
sibility,'’ Gorbachev told the ses- 
tikm. m a lengthy speech against 
the: motion, proposed by poet 
Yevgeny Yevtoshenko on behalf 
^ ^ inter-n^ponsd group of 
radical deputies. 

”■^ Yevtariienko proposed a de- 
bate-rai'-Article Six. of foe Soviet 
constitution* whidi sets out tire 
party’s-rifle as the “leading amd 


guiding force” in Soviet society, 
saying its removal would do no 
harm to the organisation's au¬ 
thority. 

“I am not a member of foe 
party, but I think party members 
should support this motion,” he 
said. “The authority of the party 
cannot be set down in a single 
paragraph but must be proven in 
deeds every day.” 

Later, Yevtushenko called the 
vote a “noble defeat” in fight of 
the fact that most deputies are 
party members.. *We got 839 
votes,” Yevtushenko said. “I 
didn’t expect that.” 

The Baltic Republic of Lithu¬ 
ania last week became tike fist of 
foe Soviet Union’s 15 republics to 
strike a similar provision from its 
own constitution, replacing it 
with one allowing a multiparty 
system. Legislators there ordered 
foot a law be written in 45 days 
outfinfog how other political par- 
tieswfll be registered. 

In East Europe, Gorbachev’s 



Baker meets East German 
premier, pledges support 


reforms have paved the way for 
Hungary, East Germany and 
Czechoslovakia to end their 
Communist parties' monopolies 
on power. On Monday, Bulgar¬ 
ia’s leadership proposed similar 
measures and a multi-party 
system. 

“We need drastic reforms,” 
Gorbachev said of the economy. 
“So for, there are no improve¬ 
ments in this area, that's why the 
Supreme Soviet decided that the 
mam question would be discus¬ 
sion of economic reform.’' 


POTSDAM, East Germany 
(Agency) — U.S. Secretary State 
James Baker made an unpre¬ 
cedented visit to East Germany 
Tuesday to pledge American sup¬ 
port to Prime Minister Hans 
Modrow in dismantling 40 years 
of Stalinism. 

After «>lHng in a speech in 
West Berlin fra a new Europe, 
Baker matched words with deeds 
by driving over the Gfienecke 
Bridge, scene of many cold war 
spy swaps, fra a one-hour meet¬ 
ing with East Germany’s new 
reformist prime minister 

He told journalists later. “We 
talked at quite some length about 
the impor t a nce of this reform 
effort moving forward in a peace¬ 
ful and stable way. That as much 
as anything else represents foe 
political signal that we wanted to 
send by being here today. 

“We wanted to let the people 
of the (East) German Democratic 
Republic know about our support 
for the reforms taking place in 
this country.” 


Baker said he had told Modrow 
he was pleased his roundtable 
talks with opposition groups had 
led to the setting of a date for 
elections next May and that he 
was introducing economic re¬ 
forms. 

Sources in tbe American party 
said Modrow had assured Baker 
the electi on decision and foe pro¬ 
cess of reform were irrevocable, 
and that Baker had said Washing¬ 
ton was ready to respond to East 
Germany’s economic needs. 

Tbe two (fid not talk about 
German reunification, the 
sources added. 

Modrow told-reporters: “This 
is satisfying dialogue has begun. I 
assume t hat this dialogue will 
lead to cooperation.” 

One member of Baker’s party 
said of Modrow: “He was an 
impressive gay. He has posi¬ 
tioned himself as well as he can.” 

“I am glad to see there are a lot 
of openings in that wall,” Baker 
said as be visited the Potsdamer 
Platz, where a new crossing point 


was created last month in the 
graffiti-sprayed wall after East 
Germany declared the border 
open. Souvenir hunters have 
chipped away large chunks of foe 
once-impregnable concrete bar¬ 
rier. 

“It's pretty impressive,” Baker 
said as he toured foe site along 
with West German Foreign 
Minister Hans-Dietricfa Genscher 
on a cold late-autumn day. 

Demonstrators nearby pro¬ 
tested against U.S. policies in 
Central America, shouting 
“Yankees out of El Salvador.” 

It was not immediately dear 
how Baker’s visit would strike 
Moscow, which has become in¬ 
creasingly waxy of any signs of 
possible German reunification 

Tbe secretary of state sent a 
telegram before setting out for 
Potsdam to Soviet Foreign Minis¬ 
ter Eduard Shevardnadze foiling 
him of his planned talks with 
Modrow, State Department 
spokeswoman Margaret D. Tnt- 
wfler said. 


French leader receives King’s 


message on events in East bloc 


Crown Prince, Mitterrand 
discuss efforts for peace 


PARIS (Agencies) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
met here Tuesday with French 
President Francois Mitterrand 
and conveyed to him a message 
from His Majesty King Hussein 
on Jordan’s views with regard to 
foe fast-moving developments on 
the European scene and their 
impact on the Middle East re¬ 
gion, foe Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, reported. 

Prince Hassan. and Mitterrand 
exchanged views on several world 
issues and reviewed current 
efforts to establish peace in the 
Middle East, in foe Gulf and in 
Lebanon, Petra said. 

The president expressed his 
deep appreciation of and respect 
for King Hussein and requested 
Prince Hassan to cany his greet¬ 
ings to the Monarch. 

The meeting at the Elysee 
Palace was attended by King 
Hussein’s Political Advisor 
Adnan Abu Odeh and Jordan’s 
ambassador to France. 

Israeli Defence Minis ter Yit¬ 
zhak Rabin said in an interview 
Tuesday that reforms sweeping 
Eastern Europe and the sea- 
change in U.S.-Soviet relations 
would have a profound effect on 
the Middle East. 

He welcomed foe changes, 
which showed Middle Eastern 
countries no longer needed to 
fear superpower intervention, but 


also that they could not rely on 
Soviet or American support. 

“The parties in the (Middle 
Eastern) regional conflict can no 
longer rely on the automatic sup¬ 
port of one of the two superpow¬ 
ers,” he told the West German 
newspaper Die Welt in the inter¬ 
view released ahead of publica¬ 
tion Wednesday. 

“The superpowers have recog¬ 
nised that any attempt to use 
their policy to decide foe out¬ 
come of a regional conflict such as 
in the Middle East wfll fail.” 

He said he thought the Soviet 
Union and the United States 
would also be happy they could 
avoid being dragged into a re¬ 
gional conflict. 

Rabin said the new East-West 
situation would encourage re¬ 
sponsible political forces in the 
region to find peaceful political. 
solutions to their dispute. 

But he did not include the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa¬ 
tion (PLO) among such forces, 
contending that it was the main 
obstacle to peace talks . 

U.S. President George Bush 
and Soviet leader Mikhail Gor¬ 
bachev told a joint news confer¬ 
ence at the end of their Malta 
s ummit 10 days ago they were in 
broad agreement on the Middle 
East, a marked departure from 
previous stands on the issue. 


20-day-old turns 
intifada victim 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — An autopsy was ordered 
Tnesday on a 20-day-old Palesti¬ 
nian girl, an army spokesman 
said, after reports the infant may 
have been stepped on by soldiers 
during an arrest raid on her home 
in the occupied West Bank. 

The baby, Baraa Lutfl Labadi, 
was pronounced dead by a 
Palestinian doctor after soldiers 
crowded into her home in foe 
village of Yamoun during an ear¬ 
ly morning search for suspected 
Palestinian activists, Arab repor¬ 
ters said. 

They quoted the infant’s 
mother as saying the baby was in 
its usual place on foe floor when 
the soldiers entered. After they 
left, she told reporters, she 
noticed the baby’s face was black 
and blood was running from her 
nose. 

An army spokesman said the 
mother had brought the child to 
an army checkpoint and an initial 
examination by a military doctor 
indicated the baby probably died 
of “exposure to cold.” 


However, he said a definite 
cause could not be determined 
until after foe autopsy at the 
government’s forensic lab. 

Tbe spokesman, who is not 
identified by name under military 
regulations, confirmed soldiers 
raided the villagej?arly Tuesday 
morning. He would not comment 
on whether any attempt was 
made to arrest the infant's father, 
Ibrahim Labadi. 

The Palestinian reporters 
quoted foe child’s mother as 
saying she was nursing foe baby 
about 4 a.m. (0200 GMT) and 
put her down in her usual place 
on foe floor when there was a 
knock on the door. 

The mother opened the door 
and five soldiers came in. order¬ 
ing her husband Ibrahim to dress 
and crane with them, she told tbe 
reporters. 

After tbe troops left, the 
mother was quoted as saying, she 
saw the blood coming from the 
infant's nose and ran after the 
soldiers. 


Shaath, Israeli Labour 
MK hold talks in Cairo 


CAIRO (R) — A senior Pales¬ 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) official and an Israeli par¬ 
liamentarian met in Cairo Tues¬ 
day in an attempt to narrow 
differences between the two 
sides. 

Nabil Shaath, a close aide to 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat, 
and Lova Etiav, a legislator from 
Israel’s Labour Party, met over 
hmch to rfiwiiw Palestinian and 
Israeli concerns over U.S. plans 
for direct peace talks between 
them. 

“We (Israel) have a bloody war 
between us and foe Palesti¬ 
nians... but we should meet the 
PLO who are our enemies,” 
Eliav told Reuters after the 
meeting. 

‘Tm not a rosey-eyed optimist, 
we are both realiks. The Middle 
East problem is very complicated 
and we have to start somewhere.’ 

He said he was not breaking a 
1986 law that bars Israelis from 
contacts with members of what it 
brands “terrorist” organisations, 
including the PLO. 

Eliav, who hopes to have tbe 
law overturned, said no legal 
action would be taken against 
him because foe talks were the 
continuation of a Cairo se minar 
on the Arab-Israeli conflict and a 
third party was always present. 

“We are meeting under the 
anspiaes of Egyptian hosts,” 
added Eliav, who as a member of 
Knesset (MK) enjoys immunity 


from criminal prosecution. 

“PI! tell the Israeli public and 
foe Labour Party . in detail tbe 
position of the PLO. We discus¬ 
sed in depth and detail the Israeli 
and PLO responses to the (Amer¬ 
ican) plan. It was like a tour of 
the horizon,” he said. 

Israel conditionally accepted 
U.S. Secretary of State Janies 
Baker’s plan for Israeh-Palesti- 
man talks last month, and Egypt 
— after consulting the PLO — 
approved it last week. 

Baker has invited the Israeli 
and Egyptian foreign ministers to 
meet m Washington to decide 
which Palestinians will attend the 
Cairo talks. 

Shaath was named by Palesti¬ 
nians as a possible delegate for 
the talks on how to implement an 
Israeli plan for Arab elections in 
foe occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Stnp. 

Israel refuses to allow PLO any 
role in Middle East peace efforts 
and insists that it will talk only to 
Palestinians from the occupied 
territories. 

“We reject the idea of tbe veto 
unless both parties have foe same 
veto power. Our delegation is 
designed to talk peace not war,” 
Shaath said. “I do not think there 
wfll be a problem in forming foe 
FLO delegation.” 

No date has been set fra tbe 
Washington meeting, but diplo¬ 
mats say it could convene in 
January. 
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Mubarak in Libya 
for talks with Qadhafi 


Iraqi minister raises plight to PoWs with U.N. chief 


CAIRO (Agencies) — President Hosni Mubarak 
arrived in Libya’s Mediterranean town of Sirte 
Tuesday for talks with Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi, the government’s Middle East News Agen- 
cy reported. 

It was tfadr fourth nwfinp this The crisis deepened with 
year and the third in less than two Qadhafi's denunciation of 
months as they sought to restore Egypt’s 1979 peace treaty with 
normalcy to the often-turbulent Israel. Libya was among 17 Arab 
relationship between the North states that severed diplomatic ties 
African neighbours for almost 17 with Cairo over the treaty, 
years. Mubarak and Qadhafi followed 

The state-run news agency said up their patchup in May with a 
Qadhafi greeted Mubarak with second meeting on OcL 16 at 
an embrace and accorded him full Egypt’s Mediterranean city of 
honours at Sirte Airport, com- Merea Matruh. The following 
plete with a 21-gun salute. Sirte is day, they had another session at 
about 400 kilometres east of Libya’s port of Tobruk. 

Libya’s capital Tripoli. Mubarak telephoned Syrian 

None of the four meetings has President Hafez A1 Assad Mon- 
been in either national capital, day and agreed air links should be 
Qadhafi has vowed not to visit resumed between Cairo and 
Cairo so long as an Israeli flag Damascus, 
flies here, as it does over the only “It's all part of the drawn-out 
Israeli embassy in the Arab process of getting bade into the 
World. Diplomatic reciprocity Arab mainstream after Egypt’s 
would seem to preclude a Mubar- peace treaty with Israel,’' one 
ak visit to Qadhafi's capital so diplomat said. Libya and Syria 
long as the Libyan leader refuses are the only two Arab states still 
to visit Cairo. to resume formal relations with 

Mubarak was accompanied on Egypt, broken when the treaty 
the one-day visit by top officials was signed in 1979. > 

including die ministers of foreign But an imm ediate aim would 
affairs, planning, agriculture, be to help quieten radical Palesti- 
transport, industry and oil. mans hosted by Libya and Syria 

Egyptian officials said the com- who oppose PLO Chairman Yas- 
posinon of the delegation indi- ser Arafat’s attempts to enter a 
cated Mubarak and Qadhafi plan- dialogue with Israel through 
ned talks on economic coopera- Egyptian mediation, 
tion, including possible joint pro- Egypt has in principle accepted 

jects in agriculture, industry and a five-point formula for Israeli- 
ofl exploration. They readied Palestinian talks put forward by 
broad agreement on such coop- U.S. Secretary of State James 
eration in summit talks last Baker, but Arafat is known to be 
October. facing resistance wi thin the Pales- 

The Egyptian-Libyan rap- tine Liberation Organisation to 
proefaement began last May when any further compromise with 
Mubarak and Qadhafi met during Israel. 

an Arab s ummi t in Casablanca, Meanwhile the Soviet ambassa- 
Morocco. The two countries res- dor to Cairo said Monday that 

tored direct air links and Mubarak is going to Moscow in 

reopened their borders the fol- the first half of next year. It will 

lowing month. be his first visit to the Soviet 

The borders had been dosed Union since undergoing military 

since the two countries fought a training there as a young air force 
five-day war in July 1977 after a officer. 

series of bombings in Egypt that Ambassador Gennady Zhurav- 
Cairo blamed on Libya. lev told reporters the agenda will 

Qadhafi fell oat with Egypt in include relations between tire for- 
1972 when then-Prestdent Anwar mer dose allies as well as interna- 
Sadat rejected his proposal for tional issues, 
immediate merger of the coon- Zhuravlev, who spoke after 
tries. briefing Foreign Minister Esmat 


Abdul Meguid on this month’s 
summit meeting of U.S. Presi¬ 
dent George Bush and Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev, gave 
no date for Mubarak’s trip. The 
ambassador’s comments were dis¬ 
tributed by die Middle East News 
Agency. 

Egyptian-Soviet relations were 
very dose in the late 1950s and 
throughout the 1960s under the 
late President Jamal Abdul Nas¬ 
ser. He latterly turned away from 
the West in 1956 after the United 
States reneged on a promise to 
build the Aswan High Dam, and 
Britain and France joined with 
Israel in a brief war seeking to 
retake the Suez Canal after Nas¬ 
ser nationalised it. 

But Cairo's relations with Mos¬ 
cow soured under Nasser's suc¬ 
cessor, Anwar Sadat, largely be¬ 
cause the Kre mlin refused to sup¬ 
port Sadat’s plans to rekindle the 
simmering Middle East war. 

In 1972 Sadat ended Moscow’s 
“special relationship” and expel¬ 
led 15,000 Soviet mmtaiy person¬ 
nel in anger after the Kremlin 
refused to supply Egypt the aims 
Sadat wanted for his war the next 
year. He caught Israel by s urpri se 
and masterminded the best Arab 
performance against the Jewish 
state in four wars since 1948. 

Aft e rwards, Sadat developed 
and Mubarak, his successor, nur¬ 
tured dose ties with the United 
States. Washington now provides 
Egypt $2.3 billion in economic 
and militar y aid annually as a 
reward for Sadat’s 1979 peace 
treaty with Israel, the only one in 
the Arab World. 

But Mubarak, a Moscow- 
trained hero of the 1973 war, 
started a slow process of mending 
relations with the Soviet Union 
when he came to power in 1981 
after extremists assassinated 
Sadat. 

Diplomatic ties were resumed 
at ambassadorial level in 1984, 
and relations have remained good 
but not in the same extremely 
dose category as under Nasser. 

Abdul Meguid visited Moscow 
in May, 1988, the highest-ranking 
Egyptian in the Soviet capital 
since the 1970s break. His Soviet 
counterpart Eduard Shevard¬ 
nadze came to Cairo last 
February. 
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U.N. adopts resolution on Sahara 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Amid sporadic fighting in the 
Western Sahara, the U.N. 
General Assembly has adopted 
by consensus a resolution appeal¬ 
ing to Morocco and the Polisario 
Front to cooperate in efforts to 
solve tiie conflict. 

The resolution, which was pas¬ 
sed unanimously for the first time 
in years, also hoped for a resump¬ 
tion of direct talks between King 
Hassan of Morocco and a high- 
level Polisario delegation, last 
held in January. 

Morocco, which has ruled the 
former Spanish territory since 
1976, is battling the Polisario 
guerrillas who have proclaimed 
their own Saharan Arab Demo¬ 
cratic Republic. 

Both sides have agreed in prin- 
tiple that a referendum, super¬ 
vised by the United Nations and 
the organisation of African Uni¬ 
ty, Should be held to enable the 
population to choose between in¬ 


dependence and integration with 
Morocco. 

However, details of the re¬ 
ferendum have not been worked 
out and the Polisario, insists that 
Moroccan troops and administra¬ 
tors must be withdrawn before 
any voting. 

Morocco on Dec. 2 said it was 
ready to stay in the Sahara inde¬ 
finitely if the United Nations did 
not organise a referendum within 
two years. 

After a lull in the fighting for 
about a year, the Polisario re¬ 
sumed hostilities in October and 
November, saying Morocco re¬ 
fused to resume direct talks to 
settle details of the U.N. peace 
plan. 

The resolution also stresses the 
importance of the August 1988 
agreement on a referendum and 
welcomes the efforts of U.N. 
Secretary General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar and Egyptian Presi¬ 
dent Hosni Mubarak, chairman 


of the OAU, to promote a settle¬ 
ment. 

It urges them to intensify 
efforts to resolve remaining prob¬ 
lems and dear the way for a 
referendum “without administra¬ 
tive or military constraints.” 

In a written statement sent to 
Reuters, 12 Moroccan legislators 
from Western Sahara said Perez 
de Cuellar must implement an 
August 1988 U.N.-mediated 
ceasefire, broken recently by 
sporadic fighting. 

"The ceasefire is the responsi¬ 
bility only of the U.N. secretary 
general who will decide die tim¬ 
ing and draw up the details of 
implementation,” the statement 
said. 

The Moroccan legislators ac¬ 
cused the guerrillas of obstructing 
U.N. peace efforts. "Coopera¬ 
tion with the U.N. is the best way 
to show goodwill instead of elud¬ 
ing the issue and trying to play 
with fire," their statement said. 


Wife of Higgins iambasts U.N. 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — Call¬ 
ing his captors “dogs”, the wife of 
U.S. Marine Colonel Williams 
Higgins has castigated the United 
Nations for not taking immediate 
action to save her husband, be¬ 
lieved hanged in Lebanon last 
July while serving as a U.N. 
observer. 

Robin Higgins, a panellist at a 
U.N. Staff Union Human Rights 


Day meeting, expressed outrage 
at her husband's kidnappers, the 
world community and the United 
Nations. 

Speaking shortly after U.N. 
Secretary General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar addressed the group 
and left the room, she said: “I 
never understood why the secret¬ 
ary general failed to assign either 


a team or an individual whose 
sole mission was to secure Col¬ 
onel Higgins’ release.” 

“I never understood why more 
outrage was never expressed in a 
concrete, continuing way — on 
the part of member nations — 
especially those who contribute 
some of their finest men and 
women to U.N. peacekeeping op¬ 
erations.” 


UNTIED NATIONS (R) — 
The 100,000 Iraqi and Iranian 
prisoners of war still being held 
more than 15 months after a 
ceasefire in the Gulf conflict 
were hostages to Iranian poli¬ 
tics, Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Tareq Aziz has said. 

Aziz told report e rs after a 
90-minute meeting with United 
Nations Secretary-General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar that he 
made a strong appeal to the 
U.N. chief to relieve die plight 
of the prisoners. 

“I used tins opportunity to 
make a strong appeal to give 
enough attention to the 
tragedy of the prisoners of war 
who have been kept for a very 
long time as boscages in Ira¬ 
nian hands to the political pro¬ 
cess, which has been prolonged 
also by Iranian mstransi- 
gence,” Aziz said. 

Perez de Cuellar has sche¬ 
duled parallel talks with Ira¬ 
nian Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati, and a farther 
session Wednesday with Aziz, 
as part of efforts to revive 
direct meetings between the 
two ministers. 

They last met face-to-face 
under U.N. auspices in Gene¬ 


va in April but have made 
virtually no progress in taming 
an August 1988 ceasefire into a 
full-fledged peace, in accord¬ 
ance with U.N. Security Coun¬ 
cil Resolution 598. 

The separate meetings were 
arranged when the U-N.’s spe¬ 
cial Gulf envoy, Jan Eliasson 
of Sweden, spent most of 
November shuffling between 
Baghdad and Tehran. 

Aziz rejected a proposal by 
Iran last month that a prisoner 
exchange could begin simul¬ 
taneously with a pullback by 
Iraq from about 2,600 square 
kilometres of Iranian territory 
that it still occupies. 

“We refuse to make any 
linkage between the question 
of prisoners of war and any 
other political question,” he 
said, adding that the prisoners 
should have been freed as soon 
as the ceasefire went into 
force. 

“The question of prisoners 
of war has its own merits. It is 
covered by a special interna¬ 
tional convention, the Third 
Geneva Convention of 1949, 
and it has to be handled inde¬ 
pendently of the other issues.” 

Asked about prospects for a 


direct meeting with Velayati, 
Aziz said: "The secretary 
general would like to see the 
two minister meet each other 
under his auspices in real, au¬ 
thentic, direct talks.. But it is 
up to the other side to comply 
with this wish.” 

He said be also explained to 
Perez de Cuellar a proposal he 
made to Eliasson last month 
for the establishment of five 
working groups, comprising 
representatives from Iran, Iraq 
and the United Nations, to 
tackle the issues covered by 
Resolution 598. 

Meanwhile Iraq has issued a 
veiled threat that it might 
attack Iran using recently-de¬ 
veloped missile technology if 
peace talks faiL 

In an interview published 
Monday in Turkey’s English- 
language Daily News, Iraqi 
Foreign Ministry Under 
Secretary Nizar Hamdoun said 
Baghdad had developed a new 
surface-to-surface missile in 
addition to a space rocket it 
launched last week. 

"Considering the future of 
Iraq and that ban has shown any 
readiness to conclude a com¬ 
prehensive peace treaty... in 
the future Iraq may have to 


utilise some of this capability,” 
said Hamdoun, fo Ankara for 
talks about Turkey’s plans to 
dam the Euphrates River. 

Iraq announced Thursday if 
had successfully launched a 
three-stage, 48-tonne rocket 
capable of carrying a satellite 
into space, but Hamdoun said 
tfas rocket would be used only 
for peaceful scientific missions. 

Political analysts in the Mid¬ 
dle East said foe launch, later 
confirmed by the United 
Stales, would send tremors of 
concern through the region, 
especially in Israel and Gan. 

"This rocket has nothing to 
do with any military aspect. It 
is not a groun d-to-ground mis¬ 
sile which we have also de¬ 
veloped,” Hamdoun said. 

"The (missfle) programme 
really started in war... It prac¬ 
tically took off after Iranians 
started to attack Baghdad bade 
in 1985.” 

Iraq and Iran battered each 
other’s entities with surface-to- 
surface missil es durin g the war 
but the maximum ranges of 
Baghdad’s weapons were only 
about half of the newly-de¬ 
veloped projectiles. 

With die announcement of 


the space rocket lanxrch,~ Traq 
also said it had developed two 
types of surface-to-isurface.. 
missiles with, ranges of up to 
2,000 kilometres. 

There have been media re¬ 
ports that Iraq has been, work¬ 
ing with Argentina on the Con¬ 
dor Q missile, but diplomats 
say that tighter Western con¬ 
trols on technology transfers 
have hindered work on the 
weapon’s guidance system.;".' 

"We, as the government of 
Iraq think that the Iranian gov-. 
eminent will in the near future 
come to their senses and think 
seriously about makin g peace 
with Iraq... If somebody wants 
to make peace he should do it- 
directly with his enemy,”: 
Hamdcnm. said. 

Iran's President Ah Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjanl was 
quoted by Tehran Radio Mon¬ 
day as dismissing fears of a 
resumption in the Gulf .war, • 
saying that more attention i 
needed to be given to postwar 
reconstruction. ", 

Revolutionary Guards Com- - 
mander Mbhsen Rezaei said., 
last week that Iran might have 
to fight to regain territory still ; . 
occupied by Iraq. .. 







Bahrain, Iraq sign pact 

BAHRAIN (R) — Bahrain and Iraq signed a security agreement 
Tuesday for non-intervention in each other’s internal 

affairs; the Gulf News Agency reported. The pact was signed by 
Bahraini Prime Minister Sheikh Khalifa Ibn Suhnan A1 Khalifa 
and the vice chairman of Iraq’s Revolutionary Command Council, 
Izzat Ibrahim. Sh eikh KhaHfa said the agreement was part of 
efforts to bring Arab states together and would strengthen 
Bahrain's ties with Iraq. Ibrahim is the third Iraqi leader to visit 
Bahrain in the past two weeks, following fresh moves by Iraq's 
Gulf war foe, Iran, to improve relations with Gulf Arab states. 

Sudanese leader In Bahrain 

BAHRAIN (R) — Sudanese military leader Omar Hassan A1 
Bashir arrived m Bahrain from Abu Dhabi Tuesday for talks on 
Arab devel opmen t s with the Emir, Sheikh Isa Ibn Salman A1 
KhaHfa , foe Gulf News Agency said. The agency gave no farther 
details, but the Sudanese leader is expected to brief Bahrain's 
leaders on financ e needed to revive his country’s economy. Bashir 
has already visited Kuwait and Qatar during his Gulf tour. 

Ethiopia to open food corridors 

NAIROBI (R) —■ Ethiopia has agreed to open corridors in its 
war-racked northern provinces to allow food aid to reach four 
million people threatened with starvation, Kenyan President 
Daniel Arap Moi said Tuesday. “I have asked Preadent Mengistu 
Haile Mariam of Ethiopia to accept opening the corridors so food 
is sent to the people in Hgray and Eritrea provinces. Hie has 
accepted,” Moi told a rally in Nairobi marking Kenya’s 26th 
independence anniversary. “I have asked (rebel) leaders of 
Tigray and Eritrea to do the same. Also they should not fight 
during that time when people will be getting food,” he added, 
speaking in die local Kiswahili language. 

Police, Islamic militants clash 

ASSIUT (AP) — Muslim militants and police fought with 
firearms, sticks and chains in a street battle that left 40 people 
wounded and more than 200 behind bars, authorities said 
Tuesday. Assiufs security chief, Police Maj. Gen. Mahmoud AJ 
Fakbarani, said the battle occurred Monday. Militant fun¬ 
damentalists who had been holed up inside a police-besieged 
mosque left the building, he said, and tried to march to the city 
centre to demonstrate against the government He said 10 
policemen and 30 militants were wounded and all the demonstra¬ 
tors were arrested. Many of the injuries were bullet wounds, Al 
Fakharam said. The streets of Asshit, 380 kilometres south of 
Cairo, were quiet Tuesday. 

Southern Iran hit by earthquake 

NICOSIA (R) — A landslide triggered by an earthquake injured 
one person in southern Iran Tuesday, the Iranian News Agency 
(ERNA) reproted. It said the tremor, centred near the earth¬ 
quake-prone town of Mamasani 600 kilometres south of Tehran, 
measured 4.4 on the Richter Scale. 

Habre elected Chadian president 

N’DJAMENA (R) — President Hissene Habre won a further 
seven-year mandate with 99.03 per cent of the vote in Chad’s first 
elections in 20 years, state radio said Monday. Voters also 
approved Sunday a new constitution providing for a new national 
assembly, which will be elected early next year. Habre was named 
president in 1982 as head of a provisional council of state which 
overthrew President Goukouni Oueddei. Quid has been tom by 
war almost since independence and last held parliamentary 
elections in 1969. 


Hrawf longs for normal life 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanese Presi¬ 
dent Bfias Hrawi, locked out of 
his palace and living in constant 
fear of assassination, has one 
Christmas wish — a normal fife. 

There will be no Christinas 
cocktail parties for Hrawi, who 
has been confined to a villa in a 
heavily-fortified army barracks 
since his election on Nov. 24. 

"The president does not move 
from his residence. He does not 
venture out. This annoys him 
especially because he is hyperac¬ 
tive. Sometimes he complains. 
He feds chained,” his niece and 
adviser Lena Hrawi told Reuters. 

She said the preadent could 
not even go out to buy Christmas 
gifts because of the security co¬ 
coon wrapped around him after 
the car bomb tiffing of his prede¬ 
cessor Rene Muawad. 

His food and newspapers are 
bought from a different shop 
every day to avoid attempts to 
poison hun, Lena said. 

"Everything is scrutinised. Ev¬ 
erything they buy for the president 
is rigorously checked,” she said. 
"The cook tastes the food first to 
make sure it is not poisoned.” 



EBas Hrawi 

Hrawi often sleeps at secret 
locations. 

“He does not tell anyone about 
his movements. Few of his secur¬ 
ity men and relatives would know 

that he is ehangpng locations^” 

Lena said. 

, IBs wife, Mona, spends the day 
at their house in die Christian' 
town of Zahie, seven kflometies. 
from Ablah, ; and joins hixn only at 
night. 

Hrawi, who Hved in the Christ¬ 


ian enclave until he was elected, 
has not been able to return to his 
a p ar tm ent in east Beirut or spend 
time at fas bouse in Zahie, his 
hometown. 

. “He does hot have time for his 
family and children. Although he 
tries to dedicate Sunday for them 
he ends up holding important 
meetings with officials and states¬ 
men,” his niece said. 

Hrawi has not been able to 
reach the'presidential palace in 
the Christian suburb of Baabda 
because it is occupied by General 
Michel Aotm who refuses to rec¬ 
ognise his autho ri t y . 

Hrawi, who personally chooses 
the army, officers guarding him, 
lives in.a fortress-like brick villa 
surrounded by troops. . 

Names of visitors have to be 
given in advance .to the army 
checkpoint at the entrance of the 
barracks. Security men carry out 
rigorous searches. Cameras, 
tape recorders and pens are in- 
. spected for fear of explosives. 

Lebanese sokfieis man three 
checkpoints along .the 300-metre 
drive to die villa, stopping and 
searching cats at each point 
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CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Mm itih Charch Swttfleh, 
TeL 810740 

Assemblies of God Charch, Tei. 
632785. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Charch of the Aanaadatfara TeL 
637440. 

De |a SoBt Chanh Tel. 661757 
Tcmsuta Charch Teb 622366 
Charch of the AuaadntkM Tel. 
623541. 

AurHcob Charch Tel. 625383. -Tet. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Charch Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Charch Tel. 
775261. 

St- Ephraim Chart* Tel. 771751. 
Amman International Chanh TeL 
685326. 

Evangelical Lathcnn Church Tel: 
811295. 

Ike Charch of Jess Christ cf Latter- 
Day Safari Tel. 815817. 654932. 


BanctinsupplkdbftbeDepatttieiUOf 

Meteorology. 

The country wiH reman under the 
effect of tire odd amntsf till Wednes¬ 


day afternoon, making it ooU and 
rainy, hi dm afternoon it wiH become 
partly doody aid winds no rth w e st e rly 
moderate. In Aqaba, it wiH be partly 
doudy with possible scattered showen 
and winds win be northerly moderate 
to fresh and seas wavy. 


Deserts. 4/16 

Jordan Vafley ..„. 10/21 

Yesterday’s high t c rapcn tt m ac Aid- 
nan 11, Arabs 21. Hflnwfity readings: 
Amman 9o per cent. Aqaba 50 per 
c e n t . 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Sahfa Al brood 649028 

.Dr. Anna Abdul Jober.614222 

Dr. WselKhanabil.665917 

Dr.KhaledAbdo.657129 

Fcrdows pharmacy. 778336 

A! Arena pharmacy ..6370S5 

Nsurookh pharmacy .. 623672 


Al Salam pharmacy.636730 

Yaconb pharmacy .644945 

S hmcatn i pharmacy.637660 

IRBUh 

Dr. Mahmoud Kbafil. (—) 

Al Shana'pharmacy.(985238) 

ZAftQAs 

Dr. Abdul Karim Khasintshoeb .. ) 

KhiEfch pharmacy.985417 


Civil De fe nce Department...... i 

■Gvfl Defence Immediate 

Rescue....—.i 

Ovfl Defence Em er g en cy. 

Rescue Police .....192,621111.1 

Fire Brigade... 

Blood Bank. . .' 

Highway Pofice....| 

Traffic Police___ I 

Pabtic Security Department ....< 

Hotel Gamptaori..< 

Price Compfama__........ i 

Water and Sc w cagc 
Co nap l. i it iw ....................... i 

Amman Municipality 

^Tj-lrntiT. 

T eleph one Information 

(Jk t ft 'iu y miiiaa flt) ........... 


Overseas Call*.010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs...623101 

Abdili Telephone Repairs .....661101 

JordanTdevhaoo-773111 

Radio Jordan.774U1 

Water Authority.680100 

Jordan Electrkaty Authority ...815615 
Electric Power 

Company.........—........... 636381 

RJ Right Information......... 08-53200 

Queen AHa loll. Airport.08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre.813813132 

KboBdiMaternity,J. Asa... 644281/6 
AkOdi Maternity, J. Amn... 642441/2 
Jobal Amman Maternity...,..,.. 642362 
Malhu. J. Amman ............... 636140 
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Meeting to analyse 
changes in society 


e b<L AMMAN (J.T.) — A three-day 
hgj symposium dealing with changes 
■Satin, in the family throughout the de- 
ie, velopitig nations will start here on 

iter ft? Dec. 16 under the patronage of 
W ^' His_RoyaI Highness Crown 
ed Prince Hassan with the partidpa- 

J tkm of more than 60 delegates, 
feT* half of tboo from Jordan, 
attfffab The symposium, organised by 
in the Jordanian Voluntary Orga- 

r nisadon Community Centres in 

jot^i Amman in cooperation with the 
f Konrad Adenauer Foundation 

> from "West Germany will look 

f « ^ into the social difficulties jeopar- 
<frawg the family structure as well 
ld - ^ as its traditional functions." 

The organisers issued a state- 
a{ *eat & meat noting that many Third 
k fsa °jaii World nations me not prepared 
10 con fr° ,lt such changes in the 
tSs ity> tr*. family, which come about as a 


veloping world is still not forth¬ 
coming and it is difficult for gov¬ 
ernmental decision-makers to 
face the new demands made on 
the state of society. 

They noted that the symposium 
is being o rganised tn help awiaty w 

this change in society «ud its 
institutions, especially in the 
family, and for women to de¬ 
scribe the actual state of affairs 
and to make su gg estions for 
possible solutions. 

The participants, who will 
come from Morocco, Tunisa, 
Egypt, the United Arab Emi¬ 
rates, Iraq, Syria and Lebanon, in 
addition to Jordan are all 
sociologists or scholars. 

Some specialists from Palesti¬ 
nian universities are also ex¬ 
pected to attend the meetings. 

They said that. there, will be 


ls sing r * jmmiy, which come about as. a They said that.tbere.wSl .be 
Q result of social politics and there* representatives also from Ger- 

®ore ^ is little public discussion about many, Denmark and Turkey as 
the actual situation of society. well as a number of Jordanian 
i. Wa They said that planning for the 'organisations and voluntary 

societies. 


future of the society in the de- 


Hamdan calls for increased 

*aln .. 

5^ use of computers in schools 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of modem world. 

Ilf* Education and Higher Education “The computer is a v 
*U(| Mohammad Hamdan Tuesday instrument in all econoi 
opened a meeting by Ministry of tific and social fields, 
‘til be nw Education- directors in various dents ought to be oriez 
We to provinces and called for increased use to improve the qual 

ast Bebaji use of computers in schools. work and their future 
Juse in ^ ‘To cany out the resolutions minister continued. 
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AMMAN (PetraJ) — Minister of 
Education and Eugfaer Education 
Mohammad Hamdan Tuesday 
opened a meeting by Ministry of 
Education- directors in various 
provinces and called for increased 
ase of computers in schools. 

“To cany out the resolutions 
-and-recomnieiidaliocs of the first 
national educational conference 
of l9S7i the ministry has to intro¬ 
duce new methods and techni¬ 
ques to upgrade and improve the 
quality of education in the King¬ 
dom/ 1 Hamden said at the meet¬ 
ing which was also attended by 
seniorministry officials. 

The educational modernisation 
programme, Hamdan said, re¬ 
quires the use of computers for 
educational purposes in Jorda¬ 
nian schools and on a wide scale 
with the purpose of coping with 
technological development in the 


modem world. 

“The computer is a very useful 
instrument in all economic, scien¬ 
tific and social fields, and stu¬ 
dents ought to be oriented on its 
use to improve die quality of their 
work and their future life,” the 
minister continued. 

According to Ministry of 
Education officials computer sci¬ 
ence was introduced in secondary 
schools in Jordan during the 
1984-85 scholastic year, when 
only two schools acquired diem. 

But, they said^ at present 163 
schools have been supplied by 
computer sets for teaching pur¬ 
poses. 

Under an agreement with the 
United Kingdom, the Ministry of 
Education has imported British 
computers for which specialists 
were brought into the country to 
train the local staff. 
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LAWZI CONGRATULATES IRAQ: Upper House of Parlia¬ 
ment Speaker Ahmad AI Lawzi Tuesday sent a cablq to Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein congratulating Iraq for its success in 
launching a rocket capable of carrying a satellite. Lawzi lauded 
the development attained by the Iraqi uxflitaxy industries. Also 
Tuesday the speaker called the House's education, social develops 
ment and health comnriffe&tO a meeting Thursday at 10:30 to 
discuss the committees’ duties. (Petra) 

ARAR RECEIVES FRENCH ENVOY: Lower House of 
Parliament Speaker Suleiman Arar received in his office Tuesday 
French Ambassador to Jordan Denis Boushard who congratu¬ 
lated Arar on being elected as speaker. Arar also received 
Council-of Arab Economic Unity (CAEU) Secretary General 
Hassan Ibrahim. (Petra) 

YOUTH ART EXHIBITION: The Spanish Ambassador to 
.'Jordan Ramon Armengod Tuesday opened the Youths Art 
Exhibition at the Spanish Cultural Centre. The exhibition 

- includes 43 o3 and watercolour paintings that depict nature and 
national heritage. The exhibition will continue until the end of 
December. (Petra) 

STUDENTS VISIT AMMAN MUNICIPALITY: Students 
from the militar y wing of Mu’ta University, near Karak , visited 
Greater Amman Municipality Tuesday an met with Mayor Ali 
iSnhejmat. The mayor briefed the visitors on the municipality’s 

- plan* and pro gr am mes to expand and improve municipal services 
...to.the ever growing population of the capital. The students later 
J toured a number of mnnidpality projects. (Petra) 

'CHINESE ENVOY VISITS UNIVERSITY: The cultural 
attache at the Chinese embassy called at the University of Jordan 
Tuesday and met with University President Mahmoud AI Samra. 
They discussed ways to promote educational cooperation between 
Chinese and Jordanian univenaties. (Petra) 

EXHIBITION: An exhibition featuring Jordanian-Falestinian 
culture was opened at the University of Jordan Tuesday. The 
exhibition, which will, last seven days, depicts various aspects of 
. ihe uprising in the occupied. Arab territories. (Petra) 

ARAB YOUTH MINISTERS TO MEET: Jordan will take part 
in the girth technical committee meeting of the Council of Arab 
Ministers of Youth and Sports, which will start in Tunis 
-Wednesday. Representing Jordan to the five-day meetings will be 
'airofficial delegation, headed by Youth Ministry Secretary 
General'Asem Ghosheh, who left for Tunis Tuesday. (Petra) 


ft An exhibition of pufatings and etchings inspired by Arabic 
Istaxsk art at Abdid Shuman Foundation, 

ft An. art wMiiii iw by artists from Jordan and other Arab 
-countries at AI WasW GaHery, Plaza Hotel. 

* A took at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

ft-A photography «»nrihtrioa on French poet de Prevert at the 
Reach . Cultural Centre. 

☆ An whaaiwi «r paintteg s and photographs on the Palestinian 
intifada at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

* An art exhibition by Khaled Maarf at the Soviet Guttural 
. Cadre. 

☆ An art OTfcihawi by j o r Ja rim artist Akram Hadda d and 
, Lebanese artist Fatima Hussein at Alia Art Gallery. 

ft An exhibitktii on the Great Arab Revolt which fudndes photos, 
maps and Hn wraa at the Yarmonk University. 

ft An art ex Mb itiu a marfcteg the second anniversary of the 
intifada at Jordan University of Science and Technology. 

i A book exhibition at! Jordan Uaivenity of Science and 
^ Technology.' 

* the youths art «h*hWo« at the Royal Guttural Centre. 

ftA« rwhaaihn of ph uto gr ai dis showing the development of 

decfrfc energy industry in the Soviet-Union at the Soviet 
" Guttural Centre. 



Lawzi receives envoys, CAEU chief 


Upper House of Parifauaent Speaker Ahmad AI 
Lawzi Tuesday received the West German 
Ambassador to Jordan Herwig Battels, who 
called at the House to extend congratulations to 
Lawzi on Ids appointment as Speaker. Also 


Tnesday, Lawzi received congratulations from the 
United Arab Emirates Ambassador Ahmad Jfas- 
sem Afi and Secretary General of the Conned of 
Arab Economic Unity (CAEU) Hassan Ibrahhn. 
(Petra) 


Amman demonstrations voice 
resounding support for intifada 



By Sana Atfyeh 
Special to the Jordan Times 

! AMMAN — In light of the 
i winds of democratisation 
sweeping Jordan, the past few 
days the streets of Amm an 
witnessed an uncommon sight 
— demonstrations supporting 
the Palestinian intifada. 

As the intifada entered its 
third year this week, public 
rallies and festivities filled the 
halls of the Professional Asso¬ 
ciation Complex (PAQ, the 
embassy of the State of Pales¬ 
tine and other private dubs in 
Amman. After almost every 
gathering, people, mostly 
youth, took to the streets 
shouting anti-Israeli and anti- 
American slogans. 

“America is the head of the 
snake,” and “PLO. Israel no,” 
were the most common slogans 
shouted by the crowds of peo¬ 
ple, referring to the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) and the American sup- 
pent for Israel. 

The biggest march the capit¬ 
al probably ever witnessed in 
.'19 years took place Monday 
night after Palestinian folklore 
troupes performed nationalist 
son® ‘and dance. 

_ No, less Jban 2,000 people 
. packed the h^U.oftJip PAC and.. 
‘ its corridors as well as the 
‘ terrace outside 'listening land 
singing along with three well- 
known Palestinian troupes. 
Small children no more than 
five years old knew the words 
to most of the songs, flashed 
the V sign with their fingers as 
they sang along. 

The youth stood on chairs 
inside, waving the Palestinian 
flag, clapping and singing, and 
in between songs, chanting 
pro-Palestinian slogans to a* 
backdrop of yoddiing by 
women. 

When the performance 
ended, the youth jumped out of 
windows, covered their heads • 
and faces with the blade and 
white and red and white cfae: 
quered kuffiyehs and, in the 
next four hours or so resound¬ 
ingly demonstrated their soli¬ 
darity with the Palestinians in¬ 
side the occupied territories by 
parading through the streets of 
Amman. 

By the time the crowd pas¬ 
sed the Ambassador Hotel, it 
had gathered no Jess than 
12.000 people. They sat down 
in the middle of the street as 
Nizar Kayed.*(who ran in die 
Nov. 8 parliamentary elections 
but did not win), sat on some¬ 
one's shoulders and addressed 
the demonstrators. 

“The streets of this country j 
have rights, and it is our right 
to express our feelings on these 
streets peacefully,” Kayed told 
the cheering crowd. 

Police blocked off the street, 
diverting traffic so as not to 
disturb the demonstration. 


The march continued passed 
the AI Hussein Sports City 
intersection to the Palestine 
embassy in Jabal Hussein with 
women of all ages linking arms. 
in the lead. During the entire 
march, more people — men, 
women and children — joined 
the demonstration. 

“With our souls and blood, 
we will redeem the martyrs. 
With our souls and blood, we 
will sacrifice for Palestine,” the 
crowd chanted. 

“Palestine and Jordan, one 
people, not two,” and “No to 
Arab silence," mid “Long live 
the intifada, the popular re¬ 
volution,'’ mid “Our people, 
march, march until sen-deter¬ 
mination,” were some of the 
most-heard slogans as masked 
youth, carried shoulder-high, 
waving the Palestinian and 
Jordanian flags. 

The crowd observed one mi¬ 
nute of silence for the martyrs 
of the intifada. Every so often, 
the crowd would sit down in 
the street to hear speeches and 
nationalist poems. Majed AI 
Majali stood among the de¬ 
monstrators and enthusiastical¬ 
ly recited poems paying tribute 
to the oppressed, and received 
cheers and claps. One middle- 
aged woman was so over¬ 
whelmed by the phrases, that'* 
she ‘got up and ■ donated' her' 
expensive-looking ring to sup¬ 
port the intifada. 

Another young man gave a 
speech hailing the intifada and 
the Palestinians who have 
“sacrificed blood for the cause 
of independence,” and urged 
the continuation of peaceful 
marches. 

“When a crowd as this is 
allowed to demonstrate in late 
hours in these streets, it is 
democracy," he said. “We de¬ 
serve this democracy, and we 
must preserve it. We most con¬ 
tinue to express solidarity in 
this maimer because Palesti¬ 
nians and Jordanians are one 
people, one family.” 

The demonstrators stopped 
in front of the Palestine Hos¬ 
pital to cheer Palestinians in¬ 
jured in the intifada being tre¬ 
ated at the hospital. 

A strong sense of unity was 
evident among the people as 
they spoke enthusiastically of 
how they tracked the demon¬ 
stration at this or that point 
and joined in. Some of die 
people, especially women — 
carrying babies — befriended 
each other. 

The demonstration, like the 
others during the week, was 
not preorganised and no one 
person or party was in charge. 
When the crowd milled around 
the PAC, half of the people 
wanted to march to the Amer¬ 
ican embassy, but were out¬ 
voted because, as one of the 
young participants told the Jor¬ 
dan Times, “when we march to 


the American embassy, we 
want to protest against their 
support for Israel. Therefore, 
we have to be more organised 
and do it during the day during 
the embassy's working hours. 
It will be more effective.” 

But the anti-American slo¬ 
gans were dear during the 
inarch, criticising the U.S. sup¬ 
port for Yitzhak Shamir’s plan 
for elections for the Palesti¬ 
nians in the occupied terri¬ 
tories. 

“No to the Baker plan, no to 
S hamir . Baker, out, out, the 
people dedded revolution,” 
they shouted, adding that “wc 
want peace on our own terms.” 

“We are refugees, and we 
wiQ return,” they chanted. 

Early this week, the Pales¬ 
tine embassy held a rally in 
support of the intifada. Over 
1,000 people — among them 
high-ranking PLO officials, 
ambassadors, members of the 
Lower and Upper House of 
Parliament, prominent diplo¬ 
mats and Jordanian personali¬ 
ties — heard speeches by 
Palestine National Coundl 
(PNC) Speaker Sheikh Abdul 
Hamid Ai Sayeh, Speaker of 
the Lower House of Parlia¬ 
ment Suleiman Arar, North 
Yemeni Ambassador Ali Abu 
Lahhoum, -and Palestinian ■; 
lawyer Ibrahim-Batav who was- 
expelled from the occupied ter¬ 
ritories by the occupation au¬ 
thorities. 

The crowd cheered the 
speakers as they expressed 
solidarity and support for the 
intifada, and a group of young 
men in the back of the hall 
chanted pro-Palestinian slo¬ 
gans. 

A group of mostly young 
people gathered outside the 
embassy after the rally and 
began demonst rating and mar¬ 
ching towards thefiussein re¬ 
fugee camp, gathering more 
people with them as they en¬ 
tered the camp. 

The following evening, two 
separate rallies were held: one 
was at die RAC and deputies 
Laith Shbeilat and Mansour 
Murad, Doctors Association 
President Mamdouh AJ Abba- 
di and Agricultural Engineers 
Association President Tarek 
AI Tal addressed the 
gathering. 

The other rally was held at 
the Hussein refugee camp. De¬ 
puties Taher AI Masri, Deeb 
Marji, Bassam Haddadin and 
Sheikh Yacoub Oarrash had 
the entire crowd in the hall 
roaring and dapping. 

At the end of the two rallies, 
crowds again gathered in the 
streets and demonstrated. The 
march from the PAC, which 
gathered around 200 people, 
continued ugtil the Hussein 
refugee camp, where the two 
demonstrations met and ended 
peacefully around midnight. 


ACC states to set up complex 
for national news agencies 


ft. A musical revue entitled Oh Coward at Hotel Jordan Inter- 
• Continental. • 


CAIRO (Petra) — The four- 
member Arab Cooperation 
Coundl (ACC) countries have 
decided to set up a complex for 
their national news agendes to 
assume the task of broadcasting 
one news bulletin a day for the 
four countries, according to an 
announcement here Tuesday. 

The announcement was made 
by Mr. AH Safadi director of the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, who 
said that the agreement, con¬ 
cluded by the directors of the 
news agencies in Egypt, Iraq, 
North Yemen and Jordan will go 
into effect by the be ginning of 
1990. 

Petra is to serve as coordinator 
of ^CC news by receiving' and. 
processing the news items in Am-. 
man . and then rebroadcasting 
them simultaneously to the four 
countries, Safadi said in a state¬ 
ment upon tiie conclusion of the 
meetings here. 

Each ACC news agency will 
choose six of its news items to be 


channelled to Amman before 
being broadcast again and the 
news items cover a wide range of 
subjects dwelling mostly on de¬ 
velopment, Safadi added. 

He said Petra will be connected 
with the other three ACC mem¬ 
ber states with a direct duplex 
telephone line to receive the news 
items and the plan will be im¬ 
plemented as soon as possible. 

.Safadi said the complex will 
transmit the news in two sessions 
and the source of each item will 
be identified. A total of eight 
items wiD be translated into En¬ 
glish and transmitted to the four 
countries at the same time, Safadi 
added. 

He said that the complex pro¬ 
ject was in implementation of an 
agreement by the ACC informa¬ 
tion ministers and designed to 
boost information cooperation 
between the four countries. 

Hie also dedded that 

an ACC news agencies meeting 


be held biennially in January and 
June each year in any one capital 
of the ACC countries to follow up 
the implementation of the resolu¬ 
tions, according to Safedi. 

He said that priority in the 
selection of news will bejjven to 
developments in the ACC states 
and the news agendes will step up 
the process of exchanging exper¬ 
tise and information related to 
news programmes and news re¬ 
ports. Safadi noted. 

He said the meeting called for 
the establishment of a joint data 
bank to be financed and orga¬ 
nised by the ACC Information 
Ministers Council. 

The four countries agreed on 
training courses for news agen¬ 
cies’ staff, the exchange photo¬ 
graphs and news reports, and to 
promote technical cooperation. 

According to Petra, the heads 
of the four national news agendes 
signed an executive programme 
for the implementation of their 
agreement. 


Seminar opens on role of private sector 
in Jordan’s energy projects 

15% energy production 
from Risheh Gas Fields 


AMMAN (Petra) — Natural gas produced at AI 
Risheh Fields, near the Iraqi borders, has contri¬ 
buted by at least 15 per cent to the total energy and 
electricity production in the Kingdom, Minister of 
Energy and Mineral Resources Thahet AI Taher 
announced Tuesday. 


The gas has been used to turn 
turbines and generate electricity, 
thus saving the country some $20 
million worth of alternate energy 
resources for the electricity 
generating process, the minister 
said in an address to the op enin g 
session of a seminar on the role of 
the private sector in energy pro¬ 
jects in the Kingdom. 

The Jordanian government, 
Taher noted, has also been giving 
increasing attention to the ex¬ 
ploitation of the oil-shale found 
in abundance tn the Kingdom, 
despite the high cost of producing 
energy from the rock. 

The minister told the two-day 
meeting that Jordan expects some 
$500 million to be invested in 
electric energy projects in the 
Kingdom between 1990 and the 
end of the century. 

Working papers dealing with 


electricity energy production pre¬ 
sented by delegates representing 
the World Bank, the United 
States, Pakistan, Malaysia, the’ 
Philippines and Turkey wfll be 
reviewed by the participants from 
Arab, Asian and European coun¬ 
tries who are taking part in the 
meeting according to Mr. 
Mohammad Saeed Arafa, direc- 
torgeneral of the Jordan Electric¬ 
ity Authority (JEA) which orga¬ 
nised tiie meeting. 

Arafa said he will present a 
working paper reviewing electric¬ 
ity production in the Kingdom, 
plans for investments in electric¬ 
ity projects in the coming stage 
and main problems facing JEA. 

Chief JEA Engineer Moham¬ 
mad Azzam said at the meeting 
that the seminar was organised in 
tiie light of a feasibility study on 
tiie exploitation of shale in Jor¬ 
dan to produce electricity. 


The study was prepared by 
JEA in cooperation with a num¬ 
ber of world consultancy firms 
and the United States Agency for 
Internationa] Development 
(USAID), Azzam pointed out. 

He told the meeting that va¬ 
rious tests on burning oil shale to 
produce electricity conducted in 
West Germany and other coun¬ 
tries proved to be feasible 
although the cost of setting up 
power stations based on shale was 
almost double that of ordinary 
power stations run by oil fuel. 

Azzam said JEA welcomes any 
European offer to set up an ex¬ 
perimental station for burning 
shale to generate electricity. 

He said the current meeting 
wfll review expertise and experi¬ 
ments in developing nations and 
contributions to power genera¬ 
tion. 

Jordan has been producing oil 
shale in great quantities at the 
Lajun area, conducting tests with 
the help of West German com¬ 
panies. 

JEA had announced that the 
transfer of turbines to the Risheh 
Helds where the gas is used to 
generate electricity. 


Citizens rejoice after getting 
their impounded passports 


By Suhair Obeidat 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Acting upon directives 
issued by His Majesty King Hussein 
to return ali impounded passports and 
allow renewal of others, tbe Depart¬ 
ment of Passports and Qvil Registra¬ 
tion until midday Tuesday returned 
125 passports out of a total of 2,714, 
according to director general of the 
department Issa A! Omari. 

“The total number (of impounded 
passports) does not exceed 2,714, 
contrary to some false claims which, 
at one point, put the figure at 
14,000,” Omari told the Jordan 
Times. 

According to Omari, the proce¬ 
dures of rctunmig tbe confiscated 
passports and those whose renewals / 
were frozen have been simplifie d. 
-Tbe process begins with an applica¬ 
tion by the citizen to tbe department, 
which in torn retrieves the concerned 
file from the filing section. Then after 
a series of bureaucratic procedures, 
the passport is returned to its original 
holder. In the case where the passport 
has expired, the bolder has to go 
through the regular procedures of 
renewal, Omari explained. 

“The procedures might take time,” 
hr said. “So, tbe person is asked to 
come back the next day to collect tbe 
passport, and this is the only reason 
for delay, if it occurs,” he said. 

In order to facilitate the matter, the 
department has extended its office 
hours" by two hours to 4 p.m. “to 
make it more conve ni ent for those 
who have to come from distant pans 
of die Kingdom,” Omari said. 

However, Omari concedes, “we 
expect a number of passports not to 
be claimed. The holder may either be 
outside the country or simply lost 
interest in obtaining the document." 

Downstairs, a number of men and a 
couple of women crowded in from of 
a counter with a high class partition. 
Passports were piled up and a derk 
was shouting the names of people; tbe 
concerned person steps forward and 
collects the green-cover document, 
which represents a lifesaver for many 
who may not have been able to take 
up job offers outride die country. 

“Tbe person has to show up in 
person and present a document to 
prove his identity in order to go along 
with tbe routine procedures of re¬ 
claiming the passport," Omari said. 

Watching tbe reactions of indi¬ 
viduals who just got their passports 
bade is quite something. A young 
man impulsively kissed it and enthu¬ 
siastically invited his accompanying 
friend to a celebration that evening. 

Another young man puffed a long 
sigh of relief and quickly bid his 
passport in the inside of his jacket, as 
if he was afraid that the counter-clerk 
migh t change hk mind and take it 
back. 

listening to the stories of the 
‘•vanishing” passports is even more 
intriguing. In most cases, die stories 


involve “total innocence” and “com¬ 
plete ignorance” of the drcnmstances 
that led the confiscation of the pass¬ 
port. 

Mohammad Daoud Abdul 
Raheem. who reclaimed his passport 
Tuesday after the authorities im¬ 
pounded it five years ago, said: “I was 
first arrested in 1981 because I partici¬ 
pated in a students’ movement in one 
of die community colleges where I 
used to study computer science,” 
Abdul Raheem said. Adding: “I was 
released in March 1983, but was 
arrested again in 1984. It was then 
that my passport was impounded be¬ 
cause I was charged for being affili¬ 
ated to the Democratic Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine (DFLP).” 

“Now, even after I received my 
a passport, I can’t believe I can work 
' and travel just like any other citizen," 
he sounded sceptical, apparently still 
dazed by tbe sudden prospect of 
'travelling abroad. 

“I am planning to travel as soon as 
.possible, but I am coming back of 
course.” he decalred. “Ibis country 
needs us and our efforts to help out 
through these difficult times. 

“We will never leave our dear 
country despite the fact that it is 
burdened with debts and some poli¬ 
tical nuisances. My colleagues and I 
are going to do our best to serve our 
country." 

Abdul Raheem asserted that he 
was a member of the “national force 
— tiie Jordanian left," and sees that 
“our presence in the Lower House of 
Parliament wfll accelerate the process 
of implementing our national ‘strag¬ 
gle’ programme.” 

What is his “national struggle prog¬ 
ramme?” 

“I did not for one day freeze my 
national struggle and I wfll continue 
until democracy prevails in a way that 
guarantees our dignity as citizens,” be 

replies. 

“I hope we will be able to cooper¬ 
ate with the authorities to work band 
in hand to sefe-keep our country.” 

“We were not confronted as much 
as we were struggling for the interest 
of our country,” he contended, ex¬ 
plaining further his struggle.” 

“What we are seeking is a demo¬ 
cratic country that keeps up with 
development and progress, one winch 
deals with its citizens within all the 
provisions of the human rights dec¬ 
laration.” 

Abdul Rahman Taleb joined in to 
recite his story: “My passport was 
impounded in 1982 after I came back 
from Lebanon during tbe 1982 war 
there. I was detained for 26 months in 
theMahata Prison without being tried 
because of my affiliation to the 
DFLP. 

Taleb was released in 1984 and 
subsequently, by his own admissioa, 
participated in what be describes as 
“popular action" among the union of 
workers in the field of medical ser¬ 
vices. 

“We were demanding freedoms, 


democracy and control over the ex- '• 
ecutive authority,” he asserted. 

Hind Mahmoud, a woman of about . 
35 years, complained of “confusion” . 
over her passport. She said she had " 
filed an application Monday and was 
told to come back Tuesday. “They 
had found my file Monday, but when •• 
I came back today I find m; file is ' 
‘misplaced’ or ‘missing 1 . Now, I have 
to write another application." 

How come her passport was seized 
in the first place? 

“Tbe authorities impounded my 
passport because they had doubts it 
was forged, but it is not,” she 
asserted. “The case is that I always 
carried my passport in my handbag,: 
so it got a little worn out right behind ' 
my mugsbot. That is all to it” 

She added in a matter-of-fact tone 
that “my husband’s passport is also 
held for exactly the same reasou.% 
But she was unable to «phin the ! 
“strange coinckknce" except that she 
always carried both passports 
together with her. 

Jihad JameeJ AI Isawi said his. 
passport was seized when he applied 
for permission to travel to Syria in 
1984 (at a time when every Jordanian 
wishing to visit Syria had to obtain a - 
clearance from the General Intelli¬ 
gence Department). ‘T was accused * 
of being a member of Fateh,” a 
mainstream faction of tbe Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO), Isa-., 
wi added. 

Isawi is one of six members of the 
same family whose passports are all , 
impounded. Isawi’s brother, applied' 
for his passport three days before the 
announcement of tbe derision to re¬ 
turn all impounded passports. . 
Through what he described as his ‘ 
“wasta," he was told to wait for the. 
“expected announcement." 

He was still going through the, 
procedures when he was interviewed 
by the Jordan Times. 

Another young man who refused to ‘ 
reveal his name was 'sarcastic. His * 
passport was impounded from 1982 . 
until 1987. When he got it back be ' 
renewed it, but they re-impounded it - 
a week later. 

“After they took the JD 20 fee for 
renewing the passport," chipped in 
another youth standing by. 

A man of about 45 in a black coat 
and shiny shoes kept on walking past ^ 
the group talking to the Jordan Times' 
apparently either trying to eavesdrop . 
or making op his mind to talk or not. - - 
Sometime later, he appeared to have 
gathered enough courage and joined 
the conversation. 

But, all be had to say when asked 
why his passport was impounded was: 
“The government wished it so." 

At this point, it became apparent . 
.that the Jordan Times coma not 
longer continue its interviews, parti¬ 
cularly because two policemen were" 
eyeing tbe group with obvious suspi-.. 
□on. So, tins reporter dedded to rail r 
it a day! 


JD 32m project aims to reduce 
silting behind King Talal Dam 


AMMAN (J.T.) — TTie on-going 
Zarqa River Basin development 
project is designed to upgrade the 
living standards of the rural 
population within that basin as 
well as achieving tbe other targets 
of reducing sediments in die King 
Talal Dam Reservoir and increas¬ 
ing the forestry regions around 
the basin, according to tbe Pro¬ 
ject Director Adnan Arafat. 

In a statement to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, Arafat said 
that the JD 32 nuffion project, 
which is being partly financed by 
West Germany and a number of 
Arab funds, aims principally at 
reducing silting behind the King 
Talal Dam so that more water can 
be stored in the reservoir and at 
the same time carry out afforesta¬ 
tion and pasture land projects in 
the region. 

Arafat said that the project. 


extending from Swefleh in the 
south to Sakeb in the north, 
Sukhneh in the east to the dam 
itself in the west, has been di¬ 
vided into three stages. 

The first stage entails develop¬ 
ment of 700,000 dunums of land 
owned and operated by private 
farmers, soil maintenance, giving 
advice to local farmers on plant¬ 
ing suitable plants, fruit trees and 
shrubs in the pasture areas. 

The second phase entails bund¬ 
ing forests in an area of 60.590 
dunums; and the third part in¬ 
volves measures to prevent soil 
erosion and the sedimentation of 
mod in the King Talal Reservoir. 

Die overall scheme, which runs 


to 1993, aims to develop safe land 
use, soil conservation and im¬ 
proved farming techniques on a 
farm-by-farm basis. 

Tbe reservoir behind the dam 
is continuously being used to irri¬ 
gate lands in the Jordan Valley. 

The impetus for tbe project, 
according to Ministry of Agricul¬ 
ture officials, came originally 
-from the realisation that the King 
Talal Dam was suffering from a 
serious siting problem. 

It was soon clear that measures 
were needed to tackle the prob¬ 
lem at its source, namely die 
accelerated erosion in die Zarqa 
River catchment area. 


BANKING SERVICES: A meeting on marketing banking 
services ended Tuesday at the Jordan Institute of Manag ement. 
The eight-day meeting aimed to explain several concepts concern¬ 
ing marketing the banking services. (Petra) 
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All the world loves a 
child 


DECEMBER 13 marked the day when James Grant, the 
executive director of the United Nations Children's Fund 
(UNICEF) presented his annual report to the international 
c ommuni ty on tbe state of tbe world’s children in which he 
paid homage and tribute to all the great and outstanding 
deeds that were rendered in the sendee of children, their 
survival, welfare and protection, whether through his 
specialised agency or through other international, regional 
or local endeavours. What is even more important in the 
report is the sounding of the alarm about all the essential 
and urgent auctions and measures that still need to be done 
for children everywhere. 

As the report aptly reminded mankin d that “all the world 
loves a child," it sadly and ominously reminded everyone 
that the rights and welfare of many milli ons of children are 
being systematically violated in the most brutal and 
i nhum a n ways by the adult population of the world itself. 
The report itself is bat a chronicle of untold abuses. 
Children are being exploited, abducted, bought and sold 
and enlisted in armies and rebel movements. Hundreds of 
millions of children are stfl] being subjected to all of this till 
this very late hour. This long and depressing catalogue of 
suffering and deprivation that so many children of the world 
are being subjected to is a living testimony that mankin d is 
still living in the darkest of ages. To mention only a few 
afflictions that befell so many children of the world, 
malnutrition, HI health and disease and the lack of 
rudimentary education appear to top the long list of the 
agonies that many children are suffering from. The tragedy 
of these children are compounded by the fact that world is 
investing more than ever on armament, destruction of the 
environment and technological and industrial pursuits while 
shoving to the background the cries and tears, and even the 
lives, of so many of the loved little ones. 

To sum np, the tragic story of millions and mini ons of 
children in the four corners of tbe world — Including the 
developed regions of the world — the killing of children 
intentionally or dne to wanton negligence or indifference or 
allowing, tiderating or turning a Mind eye to the many 
abuses, exploitations or deprivations, whether of education, 
nutrition or immunisation that children are subjected to is 
tantamount to killing life per se in its purest and innocent 
essence. 

Tfiat is why no matter how great and outstanding are the 
achievements made for the cause of children, real improve¬ 
ment in the life and welfare of affected children cannot be 
attained until the phenomenon of perestroika takes deep 
root in the minds, souls and hearts of adult humans. It is not 
only the material things that children need, whether in the 
form of food and shelter, medicine or education, bnt rather 
the positive emotions and healthy affections of the grown¬ 
ups. Without proper and balanced emotional nutrition and 
witbont love and affectionate caring, affected children 
would continue to be deprived even when their hunger for 
food and education has been satisfied and their health has 
been protected and taken care of, and abase and exploita¬ 
tion have ended. If there is a singular omission in the report 
of UNICEF it is the absence of enough reference to tbe 
psychological and emotional needs of affected children. 

Still, what UNICEF through its devoted leader James 
Grant or, his many able and committed deputies and 
assistants, has done to the children of the world is so 
miraculous. Their persistence, devotion and perseverance 
have awakened the consciousness of governments and 
peoples of the world to the plight of children everywhere. 

This hoc h«t aunw inriowl hv Hie Maiutn Viwi n n M<u>.)p 


This was best summarised by His Majesty King Hussein’s 
words of tribute to UNICEF when he said Tuesday that the 
report of Mr. Grant to the nations of the world riveted 
mankind’s hope and aspiration that life will triumph over 
death and hope over despair. What better tribute can one 
pay to the leaders and staff of UNICEF than to recall these 
Royal words on the occasion of the submission of the report 
to the world. 


JOEBAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


A1 Ra'i Arabic daily on Tuesday hailed a decision by the 
government of Prime Minister Mudar Badran to scrap a former 
decision by the economic security committee of Aug. 24.1988 and 
reinstated the former boards of the three Arabic dailies. The 
paper said that the decision is bound to boost the government's 
popularity which, the paper need, is nation-wide now, and 
gaining momentum. The paper said that the return of the former 
boards, management and editors would pave the way for a new 
era for the Jordanian press and would help strengthen the stand of 
the Jordanian journalists, giving them more freedoms as promised 
by King Hussein in his letter of designation to the government. 
The paper said that AI Ra'i will continue to serve as a free forum 
for all constructive action and will confront all forms of 
regionalism, sectarianism and terrorism. The paper pledged to 
adopt a responsible stand which is bound to contribute most 
positively towards the ongoing process of construction and 
development. 


A columnist in Ral Ra'i daily on Tuesday bails the creation of a 
pan-Arab front for the support of the Palestinian intifada and says 
that the Baghdad-based' front should encompass all groups 
regardless of their political or religious affiliations. Mahmoud 
Rhnawi notes that the creation of the front came late, after the 
lapse of two years of intifada life, but be points out that its 
presence is bound to boost the Palestinian people's resistance 
activity and strengthen tbe PLO's stand and struggle. The writer 
says that the front which groups representatives of various Arab 
countries ought to embark immediately on its task and try by all 
possible means to enlarge its base by including various Arab 
groups and by transcending all ideological differences that might 
linger among the Arab states. 


War and peace 


By Shimon Peres 


NEITHER RUSSIA nor Hun¬ 
gary, nor Poland nor Czechoslo¬ 
vakia has brought about tbe glob¬ 
al metamorphosis that is taking 
place today. .It is the changes that 
have taken place in the world as a 
whole that have spurred develop¬ 
ments in those countries. It was 
these changes, too, that have 
brought to tbe fore leaders like 
Mikhail Gorbachev and Lech 
Walensa. These are people who 
understood tbe challenge of tran¬ 
sition even before they took the 
helm. 

What, then, are these major 
changes that have come about id 
our time that have brought about 
the transition in global and re¬ 
gional politics? 

First and foremost, there has 
been a change in the nature of 
information, and in the control of 
information. Tbe strength of reg¬ 
imes bad traditionally been built 
on the ability to gather informa¬ 
tion and control its distribution or 
□on-distribution to the people. 

Even 20 years ago, it was clear 
that with the introduction and 
development of radio, television, 
video, computers, and satellites, 
it would no longer be possible to 
preserve the traditional distinc¬ 
tion between those who accumu¬ 
late knowledge and those who 
disseminate it. This prediction 
was realised far more quickly 
than anyone had expected. In 
feet, since the rise of the personal 
computer, every household has 
had access to more information 
than any government had at the 
be ginnin g of this century. Decen¬ 
tralisation of knowledge has su¬ 
perseded dependence on know¬ 
ledge. And if knowledge is pow¬ 
er, then power has become de¬ 
centralised too. 

Information now resembles air; 
it moves everywhere, under all 
circumstances and at all times. It 
has no borders. It makes a mock¬ 
ery of propaganda, because peo¬ 
ple in any given country can 
compare their lives with those of 
people elsewhere. Hie compari¬ 
son is done with the aid of tbe 
written word, voice and image, 
and the eye, the ear and the mind 
cannot all be taken in inde¬ 
finitely. 

Indeed, it is television that has 
destroyed communism — and its 
myth. While television is able to 
create legends, it can also destroy 
them. It creates, consciously or 
unconsciously, visual distinctions 
between myth and reality. 

The East Germans saw West 
German supermarkets and asked 
themselves how Germans in one 
part of the country could enjoy 
shops crammed with good things, 
while their own shelves were 
bare. 

The Russians asked themselves 
why their country, almost 70 
times the size of Japan, lags so far 
behind the Japanese. 

Unless all the means of com¬ 
munication are destroyed or men 
are denied the power of sight, it 
will be impossible to go back to 
totalitarian regimes which de¬ 
rived their power from a diet of 
propaganda and lies. Even tbe 
most efficient of secret police 
organisations cannot overcome 
open communication, because 
the secret police represent every¬ 
thing that has become outdated, 
and open communication repre¬ 
sents everything that is new. 

There has been another 


change: the communications re¬ 
volution has brought about 
changes in government. The tota¬ 
litarian system has met with com¬ 
plete failure. Russia has de¬ 
spaired of dictatorship, not be¬ 
cause it has suddenly turned its 
back on tbe idea of dictatorship, 
but because dictatorship has so 
dearly failed in the very area in 
which it promised success: the 
field of economics. Hunger, not 
only repression; shortage, not 
only lack of choice, are consequ¬ 
ences of dictatorship which toe 
communist system cannot hide. 

It has become dear that mo¬ 
tions of people were killed in 
vain, millions of people futilely 
arrested. The sacrifices were in 
vain. They did not bring prosper¬ 
ity to either the people or to tbe 
state. And when the truth is 
concealed, or ignored, the regime 
becomes affected by sclerosis. 
And certainly the dictatorships of 
tbe right look like an insult to the 
human race: Mussolini lies in his 
grave as a buffoon. Hitler — a 
monster, and Khomeini — a 
nightmare. 

We are witness not to the end 
of history, but to tbe end of 
violent repressive and dictatorial 
history. 

Modem communications were 
not discovered in gold mines; 
they were invented by man. 

The major source of wealth 
now lies not in an abundance of 
nature's treasures but in human 
resources. It is not what man can 
extract from tbe ground but that 
which he can produce from him¬ 
self which determines wealth or 
poverty. 

Modem economics are also 
built more on software than on 
hardware. It depends on global 
competition more than on local, 
defence. 

Today's economic system is run 
as one big, open continent. Both 
size and openness are advan¬ 
tages, and whoever wants to im¬ 
pose restraints will not be able to 
market. Any country that wants 
to shut itself in will find itself shut 
out by others. The world market 
today has more influence over the 
economy of a nation than its 
national government. 

There has been yet another 
change. Since the source of 
wealth is no longer territory but 
knowledge, what role is there for 
the military in this modem 
world? Classical strategy has 
bedn buffeted on a number of 
fronts. Nearly everything which is 
important today is not attainable 
through military means — most 
of what armies could achieve has 
lost much of its significance. An 
army is not a university or a 
laboratory. It does not concern' 
itself with basic research, nor 
with improving technology for its 
own sake. It does not produce 
and it does not distribute goods, 
and territorial expansion is oo 
longer an important goal today. 

The miniaturisation of a pro¬ 
duct is more advantageous than 
the increase of territory. There is 
thus no point in conquering coun¬ 
tries which are not one's own and 
being forced to pay the price of 
the conquest. 

Russia has not only pulled out 
of Afghanistan, it has also pulled 
out of Poland. America has not 
only left Vietnam, it has not 
intervened in Nicaragua or Pana¬ 
ma. Once the threat against terri¬ 
tories diminishes, so does the 
need for efforts to defend them. 


The elements of classical 
strategy have lost much of their 
value. Of what value is strategic 
depth when a modern rocket flies 
over mountains and rivers? Of 
what value is time — if the 
rockets swallow distances in mi¬ 
nutes, or even seconds? And of 
what value is numerical superior¬ 
ity if nuclear or hydrogen war¬ 
heads can wipe out major popula¬ 
tion centres? With modern 
weaponry it is impossible to 
achieve victory or, indeed, to 
justify it. It is possible only to 
destroy, and to be destroyed. 

The price of modern weaponry 
has also become a critical factor. 
Submarines, aircraft, rockets, 
radar have all become so expen¬ 
sive that it is possible to lose a 
war without even conducting it. 
The price of building and main¬ 
taining a modern army can 
weaken the national economy, 
the same economy which must 
supply the resources needed for 
the existence of that army. 

No wonder, then, that states¬ 
man have concluded that the best 
thing today is gradually to dis¬ 
mantle armaments, or most of 
them, and to establish relations 
between nations on a basis of 
demilitarisation and economic 
cooperation. 

Finally, the change that has 
brought about all these other 
-changes, the engine that drives 
the metamorphosis train, is with¬ 
out a doubt science. This engine 
has not yet come to a halt. Tbe 
opposite is true: it is moving 
ahead at full speed. Although 
today we possess more know¬ 
ledge than any previous genera¬ 
tion in history, we also know that 
what we don’t know is infinitely 
more than that which we do. 

Hie world is no longer static. It 
does not live in caves. It does not 
camp by rivers, it is not afraid of 
mountains, it does Dot stop at 
borders and it is not bound by 
horizons. Even the atom is not 
the limit of the minuscule, nor is 
outer space the limit of the vast. 
And neither one of them is real 
estate. 

There are some among us who 
daim that the world at large has 
changed whereas our own world 
has stayed just the way it was. 
That is utter nousense. Even if 
there are some among us who 
have not changed, whether they.,, 
know it or not they are living in a< 
changed world. 

Information from the outside 
world does reach into the Arab 
World. Young Arabs appreciate, 
more than ever, that another 
hejira is necessary, to leap from 
yesterday's world to today's. 
There are more and more Arabs 
who understand that it is not 
sufficient to give birth and be 
born it is also necessary to 
engage in physical, biological and 
spiritual pursuits. Television is 
not subordinate to the Jihad. It 
disseminates all the different reli¬ 
gions and it makes comparisons 
between all regions. 

Modern communications are 
undermining, and will continue to 
undermine, all the undemocratic 
regimes of the Middle East. 

Tanks may be good in a display 
of might, but they do not provide 
food; they are, moreover, so ex¬ 
pensive that they devour the little 
food there is. No matter how 
brightly they polish their swords, 
leaders must respond to the 
rumblings of empty bellies. 

Sooner or later what happened 




in Eastern Europe will happen in 
the Middle East. 

Even today, more and more 
Arabs understand that the source 
of power and prosperity is science 
and education. The Arab World 
has huge territories —10 millioa 
square kilometres in all. They 
remain ten million square 
kilometres of poverty. The huge 
natural population growth pro¬ 
vides no compensation for the 
terrible poverty — it adds to it. If 
tbe population of Egypt has in¬ 
creased sevenfold in tbe twen¬ 
tieth century — has its power 
increased sevenfold, or has its 
poverty increased sevenfold? 

The polarised world, the world 
that lived on die tension between 
the super-powers, ensured that 
our region would be polarised as 
well. The United States and the 
Soviet Union, each in its own 
way, attempted to acquire assets 
and establish advantages in this 
region. The U.S. tried to achieve 
this with an even-handed 
approach, by maintaining deeply 
freindly ties with Israel while 
maintaining friendly relations 
with Arab states as well. The 
Soviet Union tried to achieve this 
through a one-sided policy by 
strengthening its relations with 
the Arab countries, even at the 
expense of relations with Israel. 

The Soviet Union which has 
concluded that there is no loager 
any point in maintaining pola¬ 
rised international tension, is the 
same Soviet Union which is frying 
to extricate itself from its pre¬ 
vious one-sided Middle East poli¬ 
cy. If Moscow is prepared to 
come to terms with the changes in 
its stature in Poland, Hungary, 
Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria or East 
Germany, why should it pay a 
high price to maintain its position 
in Syna, in Libya or in Ethiopia. 
The countries of the Middle East 
cost 'them dear; nor do they 
promise assets which are capable 
of withstanding the test of time. 

The recent speech by the 
Soviet ambassador to Syria re¬ 
vealed the change in the Soviet 
positio vis-a-vis Syria; the Arab 
country to which it is closest. 
Although the Russians later tried 
to soften what he had said, they 
did not recant. He (old the Sy¬ 
rians: abandon the military 
approach, follow the path of 
statesmanship; do not seek 
strategic balance with Israel, 


make do with self-defence; the 
Soviet Union will no longer pro¬ 
vide you with weaponry on cre¬ 
dit, only for cash. This was no 
arcane utterance. It was a pro¬ 
found political statement. 

To these changes, another 
basic change has been added: the 
Soviet Union has ceased to be the 
model of government for those 
Arab states which tried to imitate 
it. Its economic failure, its felici¬ 
tous departure from tire politics 
of power, the openness which is 
altering die character of its gov¬ 
ernment — all these have dis¬ 
tanced it from a seductive ideolo¬ 
gy and over-simplified idealisa¬ 
tion for those who are seeking a 
model for government. 

A Middle East without Soviet 
one-sidedness, without Soviet 
military credit, without commun¬ 
ist dictatorships — is an 
altogether different place. 

Peace in the region is now no 
longer jusf an American dream 

— it is now also a Soviet interest. 

There is no point in denying 

the possibility that changes in 
Soviet policy will generate 
changes in American polity as 
wdfl. Tbe U.S. will seek fewer 
“strategic assets” and will prefer 
more democratic allies. (I have 
, always held that Israel must be a 
moral force and must present 
itself as such). The change in the 
character of the foreign presence 
in die Middle East will compel 
the nations of the region to con¬ 
front themselves, their values and 
their resources. Solutions of local 
origin will have to be found for 
problems of local origin. 

.It will be difficult to count on 
money and credit from outside, 
on one-sided political support, on 
a flow of arms regulated by local 
caprices. 

And, as each Arab state con¬ 
fronts itself, it will find out that 
constant growth in military 
strength, alongside large popula¬ 
tion growth, is a real threat to 
progress and to any regime which 
persists on that path. 

The Middle East, if it wants to 
survive, must re-organise as an 
economic entity instead of con¬ 
tinuing to have a military split 
personality. I believe — although 
at this moment it looks as distant 
and as unlikely as the vision of a 
new Europe looked two years ago 

— that what has happened in 
Europe will occur in the Middle 


East: a process of demilitarisatkm 
in respect of foreign policy;, a 
process of democratrsation in in¬ 
ternal affairs; a lowering-of eco¬ 
nomic barriers; a process of in^ 
creasing access to information. 

I am convinced that the Middle 
East has no choice but to estab¬ 
lish a common market, and to 
operate economically along the 
short and natural transportation 
routes through the region. In¬ 
stead of trying to compete with 
powerful economic systems that 
are more advanced and distant, it 
will try to establish a large, adv¬ 
anced economy of its own. 

We, of course, cannot dictate 
to the Arabs what to do, bnt it is 
imperative that Israel under¬ 
stands what is happening in the 
world and what is happening in 
our region. Israel can isolate it¬ 
self, and tom into an antiquated 
but picturesque locality. Israel 
has always been a symbol of 
progress, and we must not allow 
this to be taken away from us by 
those who wish to freeze the 
situation as it now is. Yesterday's 
policies must not turn Israel into 
a backwater. With all the import¬ 
ance of what is happening in the 
Gaza Strip, what is happening in 
the world is more important. 
Gaza will not change tbe wodd. 
The. world will change Gaza . 

It is. not the number of 
kilometres alone which will deter¬ 
mine Israel’s fate, but people’s 
attitudes, and the relationships 
between people which win deter¬ 
mine whether Israel invests in 
science or in tbe intifada, in the 
absorption of immigrants: or in 
pointless arguments over seman¬ 
tics. 

We must decide today, and on 
a large scale. Our region win 
change for the better. It is in our 
best interests to draw our conclu¬ 
sions from these changes — mid 
the sooner the better. 

It is possible to open negotia¬ 
tions with the Palestinians. There.. 
is no point in putting this oS 
because of fine points of hraseoi- 
ogy. If the Palestinians go to the 
polls, it will be a serious test of 
the internal and foreign policies 
of our neighbours. Democracy is 
not an addition to violence, but a 
substitute for it. Government 
based on elections is a first and 
essential step towards a long tine 
of change ahead — The Jeru¬ 
salem Post 


How Israelis identify with apartheid racists 


By Effi Pallis 

The following article is an address made by the author at a 
seminar held earlier this year under tbe sponsorship of tbe 
London-based Council for tbe Advancement of Arab British 
Understanding. Tbe writer is an Israeli media consultant. 


AS the relationship between 
Israel and South Africa becomes 
better known the same type of 
question keeps popping up in any 
discussion of it. How can Israelis, 
who themselves have suffered so 
much from racism, possibly con¬ 
done their government's rela¬ 
tionship with the apartheid reg¬ 
ime? Has it no abhorrence at 
what is being done to South 
Africa’s black population? Oppo¬ 
nents of racism have tended to 
explain this fact mainly in two 
ways. Firstly, by the very substan¬ 
tial economic and military be¬ 
nefits that Israel derives from the 
relationship. Secondly, they note 
that Boers and Israeli Jews share 
a belief in their biblical right as 
God’s “chosen people" to dispos¬ 
sess the indigenous population. 

These are certainly relevant 
factors, but they don’t really ex* 
plain the intensity of the rela¬ 
tionship given that most Israelis 
are not all that religious, and 
given that not all of them are in 
fact materialistic: this is not quite 
enough. Yet the fact is that in 
Israel there has never been even 
one decent-sized demonstration 
against the visit of a South Afri¬ 
can politician, unlike in any west¬ 
ern country. Instead almost every 
sector of Israeli society maintains 
some links with South Africa. 1 
am uot just talking about the 
government, business and the 
annv; I am talltine about the 


Histadrut, about sports organisa¬ 
tions, even about musicians who 
continue to appear in South Afri¬ 
ca despite the sanctions. I am 
even talking about kibbutzim and 
not just any old kibbutz. Kibbutz 
Lohamei Haghetaot — a kibbutz 
established by former ghetto 
fighters from Poland — not long 
ago established an electronics fac¬ 
tory near Durban. 


Israel’s economic and 
social policy 


To understand the Israeli rela¬ 
tionship with the apartheid reg¬ 
ime, the attitude taken by the 
Israeli public, we need to look 
quite closely at the lesser known 
aspects of Israel’s.internal struc¬ 
ture and for the better known 
ones, I would like to point you to 
the numerous books written by 
Dr. Uri Davis on discrimination 
in Israel. 

One of the least known aspects 
is the situation as it relates to 
water. It is very difficult for 
Israelis to get worked up about 
the dispossession of black South 
Africans given that they have not' 
just confiscated most of the land 
belonging originally to Palesti¬ 
nians in Israel proper, they have 
confiscated over half of the land 
in the West Bank, and they have 
also siphoned off 83 per cent of 
West Bank subterranean water 
for use in Israel. Of the water that 


remains, Israeli settlers are given 
three times as much per capita as 
are local Palestinians. The result 
of such policies is obvious; the 
progressive desertification of 
Palestinian agriculture, of what 
remains of it, and in many places 
severe shortages of good drinking 
water. 

It is also difficult for Israelis to 
get worked up about South Afri¬ 
ca's pass laws, given that Israel 
has something that is not entirely 
dissimil ar. Under Israel's land 
laws, Palestinians from the occu¬ 
pied territories may work in 
Israel but they may not spend the 
night there. Permission to do that 
is only very rarely granted, usual¬ 
ly in exchange for collaboration. 
Palestinians who observe this law 
may find themselves travelling up 
to three hours each way, which 
makes for a 14-hour working day. 
It is something that the ILO has 
condemned several times in its 
reports. Many Palestinians do 
break these laws, if only because 
their employers want them there 
very early in the morning at their 
beck and call. These workers, 
sleep on the factory floor among 
the machines, in old air-raid shel¬ 
ters or In any old wooden shed. If 
they are caught by Israeli police, 
the punishment they can expect is 
three months in jail. There is no 
punishment for the employer, 
who may have provided the 
accommodation. Hie police may 
not prosecute them but the cases 
of beiung robbed and brutalised 
as a result of this vulnerable 
situation arc so numerous that 
they are hardly mentioned in the 
Israeli mess. To rive vou an idea. 


in one incident which occurred 
about a year ago, and was raised 
in tbe Israeli Knesset by an 
opposition member, it was re¬ 
vealed that the police, who were 
raiding prospective illegal worker 
accommodation, had not just 
robbed the people they had found 
there, sleeping in between jobs, 
but had forced them to strip 
naked. They made them lick the 
floor, eat powdered coffee and 
generally humiliated them in ev¬ 
ery possible way. Not that anyone 
was ever prosecuted for this inci¬ 
dent because, as I said, they are 
not rare. In feet far worse things 
can happen to Palestinians who 
choose to enter Israel (and what a 
choice!) to sleep in Israel even 
though they are not allowed to do 
so under its pass-law system. At 
least five people have suffocated 
as a result of trying to heat some 
wretched air-raid welter iu win¬ 
ter even though it had no ventila¬ 
tion. Last August three Palesti¬ 
nian workers in tbe small town of 
Or Yehuda burned to death when 
some right-wingers set fire to 
their shed because they did not 
want Arabs in their town. 

As for any horror at South 
Africa's racist Immorality Act, 
prohibiting mixed marriages, one 
has to remember that Israel is not 
all that liberal on this issue either. 
It is not possible for Jews and 
Arabs to many one another in 
Israel, even if they are citizens of 
the same state. Marriages dan 
only be conducted between mem¬ 
bers of the same religion, and it is 
certainly extremely difficult, even 
if you wanted to, to convert to 
Judaism under Israeli Orthodox 


religious laws. Theoretically peo¬ 
ple can go abroad, but since most 
relationships are formed among 
the poorer section of the popula¬ 
tion, Palestinian workers meeting 
women workers in Israel, they 
are not in a position to take a 
plane abroad In order to many in 
Paris instead: these are very poor 
people and their options depend 
on what is available in their 
country. 

Deprived of any legitimacy as a 
result of this policy, Jewish-Arab 
relations incite a lot of resent¬ 
ment and not rarely end in 
tragedy as a result. One study 
shows that almost all landlords 
will refuse to let a room to a 
mixed couple and they eftn almost 
certainly expect to lose their jobs 
— it’s a small country and it is 
difficult to keep these things sec¬ 
ret especially since people’s 
identity cards tell you who they 
are. Arabs seen with Jewish 
women are frequently attacked in 
public and at least one woman 
has had her apartment burnt out, 
for being accused of having an 
Arab boyfriend. The head of the 
Jerusalem Rabbinical Council — 
who are the men in charge of 
marriages — has referred publicly 
to mixed marriages as “a cancer 
within the nation". Not surpri¬ 
singly Israeli newspapers have 
reported a number of suicides, 
among people who have gone 
through this sort of experience, 
who have been partners in a 
“mixed couple," as it is defined in 
Israel. 

The Israeli army also feels enti¬ 
tled to interfere. Last year Israeli 
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Israeli women of 29, who bad 
moved to Khan Yanis to be with 
her Arab partner, from the area 
and returned her to Tel Aviv. She 
was told that she had no right to 
live there -— unlike a right-wing 
settler. Raised within thw kind of 
structure most Israelis now find it 
quite possible even to condone 
tne shooting of children whether . 
it is in South Africa or in the 
intifada. Israel's two main par¬ 
ties, Labour and Likud, certainly 
stand for this kind of policy. As 
the head of the Israeli Human 
and Civil Rights League, Profes¬ 
sor Israel Shahak, recently put it, 
how can an Israeli who has voted 
for Labour, the party of Defence 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin, possibly 
object to anything that u being 
done in South Africa? A small 
number of Israelis nevertheless 
genuinely are anti-apartheid, but 
they feel obliged to campaign 
mainly against the policies■ of 
their own country. 

. Israel's smaller left-wing poli- 
ncal parties, notably tbe Citizens 
Rights Party. Hadash, the Prog- 
resstve List and, more recently, , 
also Mapam, have a record of. 
opposing Israeli relations with 
South Africa, of opposing visits, 
of opposing collaboration on any 
jssue with the apartheid regime, 
out given the situation in die • 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
btnp today they cannot give it the 
jtmd of priority many of them'feeT 
it deserves. And as one sees what 
» happening today under Israeli 
rule to Palestinians it - 
creasingfy difficult to blame them, 
tor putting their priorities else- 
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By Sana Atiyeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The writings of 
the internationally renowned 
Sudanese writer Tayeb Salih were 
weH-jeceived and accepted in the 
Arab World, although his work is 
considered as avant-garde by 
many. 

Salih said he was “flattered” to 
jealise that what he has written 
has been well-received aD over 
the Arab- World. The author, 
however, does not see his work as 
avant-garde. 

“Maybe I’m a little adventur¬ 
ous, ’'Salih, author of five books, 
told the Jordan Times on a recent 
working visit to Jordan. He 
added that he does not believe 
that be belongs to any category of 
writers because he just likes to 
write what he wishes to, without 
being a member of any school. 

Some of SaKb’s books were 
translated to 20 languages, from 
English and German to Russian 
andJapanese. Among the trans¬ 
lated works are the famous two. 
novels, “Season of Migration to 
the North, ”and “The Wedding 
of Zein”. 

-He was not sure why other 
nationalities took interest in his 
novels, hut “I suppose other peo¬ 
ple find, in my modest effort, 
things which mean something to 
them. I Think it is accepted that 
all humanity is the same at a 
certain level”. 

“So maybe readers in English, 
Russian or French have found in 
my work thin gs that are either 
different from what they know 
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his writings, he is concerned with 
what goes on in the Sudan in 
particular and the Arab World in 
general, “and maybe with the 
meanings which concern people 
in the Third World at large". 

Salih indicated that the prob¬ 
lems and issues in the Third 
World are known: questions of 
development, bow to cope with 
authority after the colonial regim¬ 
es — issues that be believes con¬ 
cern the minds of writers in Latin 
America, Africa and Asia. 

“The Wedding of Zein” was 
made into a film, which apparent¬ 
ly won several prizes in different 
film festivals in Europe and 
North Africa. Did the film satisfy 
him as the writer of the novel? 

It did, generally. 

“The director of the film, a 
well-known Kuwaiti director in 
the Arab World and beyond, 
Khalid Siddiq, has to a great 
extent managed to interpret my 
ideas in film form. Naturally, the 
film emphasises the visual part, 
probably the ideological part, 
meaning a part where the idea 
suffers a tittle,” Salih said. 

He added that a writer is al¬ 
ways responsible for what he or 
she writes in print, and that what¬ 
ever happens to the work in 
another medium is the responsi¬ 
bility of whoever has done it. 

Salih is in the process of writing 
a “very long" novel, of which two 
parts have already been pub- 


for worse 


but sufficiently interesting to 
them, or things they could iden¬ 
tify with,” Salih said. 

Salih added that he does not 
concentrate on folklore. To him, 
die word has acquired a certain 
connotation which is somewhat 
exotic. He explained thar he is 


not only not interested in the 
exotic, but he is against it. 

*Ttn presenting a community 
in the northern Sudan as I know 
it, hoping that the particular, the 
specific, would have some univer¬ 
sal meaning,” he said. 

The author explained that in 


The writer is currently working 
for UNESCO, and previously 
held a position at the BBC in 
London. He also worked in Qatar 
and Sudan. 

“What I do besides writing is 
the main thin g because most of 
my life I was an official of some 
sort, and held reasonably re¬ 
sponsible and busy jobs. Now I 
earn my living from UNESCO 
because, as you know, an Arab 
writer cannot live on writing 
alone," he said. 


Conserving a heritage 


WHEN PEOPLE come in to the 
new hotel and leisure complex 
being planned for a seaside plot 
on Aqaba Bay, they win see the 
old ana the new together accord¬ 
ing to Yacht'Club President, Mr. 
Anis Mouasher. The Yacht dub 
has been farsighted in incorporat¬ 
ing foe-ruins of ancient Ayla, an 
Islamic port city that bustled with 
activity from 650 to 1,000 A.D., 
into ■ its construction plans.-' 
"There -is a fine doorway,” 
Mouasher elaborated, referring 
to the Hijaz Gate in the south 
eastern city wall, “that we may 
watit into the design for the 
entranceway or the hotel lobby.” 

“As president of the Conserva¬ 
tion Society,” Mouasher said, “I 
want to conserve our heritage. 
It’s our duty.” In this case it 
seems, duty and conservation 
efforts will combine to produce a 
very special ambiance in a com¬ 
plex Mouasher refers to as the 
"heart of Aqaba.” When com-, 
ptete, the hotel and its adjoining 
plaza, of restaurants, coffee shops, 
and gift shops, will attract vaca¬ 
tioners and business travellers in 


search of evening entertainment 
after a day on Aqaba's seashore, 
or in meetings. 

According to Dr. Bert De¬ 
Vries, Director, the American 
Centre for Oriental Research 
(ACOR) was the coordinator 
that brought together foe diverse 
interest groups —' the Yacht 
dub,' the hotel builders, die 
Aqaba Regional Authority, and 
the Departments of Tourism and 
Antiquities, and the team of ex¬ 
cavators led by Dr. Donald Whit¬ 
comb — with a stake in the Ayla 
site. “I think this role as coordi¬ 
nator has become an important 
part of ACOR’s cultural re¬ 
sources programme,” said Dr. 
DeVries. “We assist in the find¬ 
ing solutions to the problem of 
preserving the antiquities and 
having the property owner or 
owners satisfied that the 
property is being well 
used from the owners' point of 
view.” To that end, ACOR does 
comprehensive design work for 
antiquities sites that include aD 
surrounding properties, road¬ 
ways, etc. so that the total en¬ 


vironment works together. 

ACOR and the Yacht Club 
very rapidly developed a coop¬ 
erative understanding regarding 
their mutual interest in preserv¬ 
ing versus destroying the anti¬ 
quities. Dr. DeVries hailed the 
Yacht Chib’s flexibility in incor¬ 
porating the antiquities into their 
plans for the site. Yacht Club 
plans have been revised some¬ 
what since the tfiscoveiy of Ayla, 
to blend the new construction 
with the seventh and tenth cen¬ 
tury nuns which extend into a 
comer of foe Yacht Club prop¬ 
erty. 

Because imminent develop¬ 
ment threatened the archaeolo¬ 
gical site, ACOR designated 
Ayla a high priority for excava¬ 
tion and study in 1987, according 
to Dr. DeVries. That season's 
efforts produced artifacts exhi¬ 
bited first in Chicago, and now in 
foe care of the Department of 


Antiquities pending their installa¬ 
tion in foe Visitor's Centre at the 
Sharif Hussein house to open 
soon in Aqaba. 

The ruins, most of which lie on 
the property adjoining the Yacht 
Club land, have been partially 
excavated and restored by 
archaeologists associated with 
ACOR and funded by the United 
States Agency for International 
Development (USAID) and the 
Oriental Research Institute in 
Chicago. Because the native gra¬ 
nite and sandstone walls deterio¬ 
rate rapidly when exposed, major 
restoration work including re¬ 
moving rotting masonry, replac¬ 
ing fallen stories, and capping the 
walls with cement was under¬ 
taken in 1988. The dty’s Sea Gate 
was also excavated during that 
season. Extensive excavation, 
clearing of sand, restoration of 
walls, and installation of visitor 
signs was carried out in 1989.. 


“ALL THE world loves a child" 
— or so foe saying goes. The 
reality is very different. In coun¬ 
try after country, children axe 
beaten, tortured, sexually 
abused, exploited in factories, 
abandoned by their parents. They 
are abducted, sold, conscripted 
into armies, sent across mine¬ 
fields, killed in armed conflicts. 

Every year, nearly 14 million 
children die of more mundane 
causes — hunger, disease, and 
neglect. Many motions more live 
on with poor health, stunted in 
mind and body. For lack of a 
decent education, milli ons of chil¬ 
dren are condemned, every year, 
to a lifetime of ignorance and 
deprivation. 

Tire catalogue of children’s suf¬ 
ferings is a long and depressing 
one. But during the past decade 
public and official attitudes to¬ 
wards children have begun to 
change in many countries. Chil¬ 
dren’s basic rights — to surivival, 
health, education, and protection 
against abuse and exploitation — 
are beginning to find their way 
onto the agendas of the world’s 
political leaders. A new ethic is 
emerging, says this year's State of 
the World's Children report from 
UNICEF, in which the health and 
wellbeing of a nation’s children is 
regarded as the most significant 
measure of its level of develop¬ 
ment. 

“Protecting the growing minds 
and bodies of the rising genera¬ 
tion.” says the report, “should 
have first claim on a society's 
concern and children should be 
able to depend upon that commit¬ 
ment in good times and in bad, in 
times of peace and in times of 
war, in times of prosperity and 
times of recession.” 

One of the most explicit ex¬ 
pressions of this new ethic is the 
the Convention on the Rights of 
the Child, which has now been 
presented to foe General Assem¬ 
bly of the United Nations in New 
York. The convention is the final 
outcome of ten years of painstak¬ 
ing negotiations between scores 
of governments, U.N. agencies 
and non-governmental organisa¬ 
tions. It is, says foe UNICEF 
report, "the first agreement 
among the nations of the world 
on foe legally defined rights of 
the child.” 

The convention covers three 
main areas: 

First, the right to life — foe 
most basic of all human rights. 
The convention recognises the 
child's right to adequate food, 
water, health care, and shelter. 

Second, the right to develop 
one's potential — through educa¬ 
tion, freedom of information and 
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REQUIRED 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS 




We are.a multinational highly diversified 
company manufacturing and marketing a 
vast variety of well known consumer and 
Industrial products and are in need of the 
following: 

A telecommunications sales 
engineer 

With an engineering degree in telecom¬ 
munications, from a U.S. or U.K. universi¬ 
ty,. to handle the sales of our telecom¬ 
munication products (mainly cable 
accessories and test equipment) in Saudi 
Arabia. 

Qualifications: 

— -Graduate telecommunications en¬ 
gineer 

—= Minimum 5 years of professional sales 
experience 

—- Fluent in Arabic and English 
The successful candidate will be based 
in Riyadh and will be required to travel 
extensively in Saudi Arabia. 

Please send applications including C.V., 
photo and salary expectation to: 

P.O. Box 21840 
Riyadh 11485, Saudi Arabia 
Attn: Sales Manager 



For all your: 

Packing, 

Air Freight Forwarding, 
Customs Clearance, 
Door-to-door Service. 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs, 

please call: 

AMIS KA WAR Jfr SOSS 

Abdel Hamid Shura f Street 
Shmeisani 
P.O. Box 7HOh 
Amman. Jordan 
Tel. 604070. 604090 



CROWN 
INT’L EST. 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storaging, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 





THE NAME 
YOU TRUST 


TOP QUALITY 



HOUSEHOLD 

APPLIANCES 
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SHHAISANI AMMAN 


Electttjlux^ 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jaba! Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

Taka away is amibbU 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Raming pot is available 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


Open daily 12:00 -15-30 
18:00-23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Arman, Jordan 

v Tel: 661922 > 


' CHEN’S ' 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and laste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight y 





FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-330 pm 
730-t1.30pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Tbwards 3rd circle 
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expression, and freedom of con¬ 
science and religion. The conven¬ 
tion also stipulates that parents 
shall give “due weight" to foe 
views of children, in accordance 
with their age and maturity. 

Third, protection against vio¬ 
lence, abuse, and exploitation in 
all its many forms, the convention 
also covers the rights of menially 
or physically disabled children, 
refugees, and those who are 
parentless or separated from their 
parents. It also recognises that in 
some cases children need to be 
protected from their parents, and 
that some parents may be unable 
to take proper care of their chil¬ 
dren. 

Once ratified by 20 countries, 
foe convention enters into force 
and becomes binding in each 
ratifying country. A committee 
on foe rights of the child, com¬ 
posed of ten international experts 
serving in their personal capaci¬ 
ties, will be established to moni¬ 
tor foe steps taken in individual 
countries to observe the terms of 
foe convention. 

But there is a role for everyone 
in giving teeth to this new, inter¬ 
nationally approved legal code of 
children's rights. 

Political leaders and legal ex¬ 
perts can ensure that their coun¬ 
tries' own laws on children are 
brought into line with the conven¬ 
tion. 

Educationalists can incorpo¬ 
rate the rights of children into 
school and college curricula. 

The mass media can report on 
how far the convention is being 
observed, nationally, and focus 
attention on specific abuses. 

Concerned individuals and 
organisations can lobby govern¬ 
ments and supply foe media with 
information. 

Trade unions and employers 
federations can negotiate agree¬ 
ments on the protection of chil¬ 
dren and mothers in foe work¬ 
place. 

Individual governments can 
establish a high-level authority, 
such as an ombudsman for chil¬ 
dren, to monitor and encourage 
the implementation of the con¬ 
vention. 

“Like many other such docu¬ 
ments in history,’’ says UNICEF, 
“the convention is a statement of 
an ideal which few nations have 
achieved. But as more and more 
nations ratify its text and begin to 
enact its provisions into national 
law, and as press and pnblic 
become more concerned to en¬ 
sure its observance, it will gra¬ 
dually become the standard be¬ 
low which any civilised nation, 
rich or poor, will be ashamed to 
fall” — UNICEF feature. 



- ..*Ji 


“After ten years of detailed negotiations, the Convention 
on the Rights of the Child has finally been brought before 
the General Assembly of the United Nations. Setting 
minimum standards of protection for children's survival, 
health and education, as well as providing explicit 
protection against exploitation at work, against physical or 
sexual abuse, and against the degradations of war, the 
Convention is the first agreement among the nations of the 
world on the legally defined rights of the child. Like many 
such documents in history, it is the statement of an ideal. 
But as more and more nations enact its provisions into 
national law, and as press and public become more 
concerned to ensure its observance, the Convention may 
gradually become the standard below which any civilised 
nation, rich or poor, will be ashamed to fall." 


(Claude Sauvageot) 
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Wall Street seers express Pessimism 


NEW YORK (AP) — Pessimism is the message for 
1990 from Wall Street, with major brokerages 
forecasting an economic downturn and some an 
outright recession. 


In their annual year-ahead 
forecasts, the firms that both en¬ 
gineer multibillion-doDar deals 
and advise individual investors 
aren't in total agreement, but 
none is optimistic. 

The consensus view of Wall 
Street’s seers is that slow econo¬ 
mic growth, a weak dollar over¬ 
seas and slumping corporate pro¬ 
fits will combine to retard die 
economy and the stock market at 
the start of the new decade. 

Kidder, Peabody and Co. pre¬ 
dicts very slow growth in the 
range of one per cent but not a 
“dictionary definition” of a reces¬ 
sion. The firm’s inflation esti¬ 
mates vary from jnst over three 
per cent to over four per cent, on 
the low side of Wall Street ex¬ 
pectations. 

Stefan Abrams, Kidder’s chief 
investment strategist, said a key 

South Korea 
freezes wages 

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — 
The South Korean cabinet 
announced Monday that salaries 
of ranking government officials 
and military generals wfll be 
frozen next year at present levels 
to set an example for industrial 
workers. 

In an emergency session, the 
cabinet also decided to set np a 
committee designed to tide over a 
possible “economic crisis” the 
cabinet warned the country 
would face next year if industrial 
peace is wrecked by serious 
labour disputes and excessive 
wage hike demands, officials 
said. 

The emergency steps followed 
repeated warnings from the gov¬ 
ernment, economic organisations 
and business corporations that 
tire troubled Korean economy 
may ccilapsc in Lhe new year 
unless there is an end to labour 
disputes and steep wages hike s. 

Deputy Prime Minuter Cho 
Soon said after the meeting that 
the Korean economy’s growth 
rate might fall to five per cent 
next year if labour disputes are 
allowed to worsen. Cho also is 
economic planning minister. 

. The. government expects the 
economy to grow' 6.5 percent this 
year, far down from 12.2 per cent 
growth last year. 


issue will be wage and employ¬ 
ment pressures, and that more 
job cuts such as the recent 10,000 
announced by IP-'l and more 
than 30,000 at AT and T could 
provoke a full-scale recession. 

Economists are in agreement 
about groups of stocks that will 
do well in 1990: Growth com¬ 
panies in areas such as phar¬ 
maceuticals and beverages, and 
recent “fallen angeles” such as 
Anheuser-Busch Cos. Inc. or 
Dun and Bradstreet Corp. 

“After an eight-year ran re¬ 
flecting a seven-year economic 
expansion, my view is there ain’t 
much out there that is unex¬ 
ploited,” Abrams said. “We’ve 
had a long time to rotate every¬ 
body into one dance.” 

Dhrexel Burnham Lambert Inc. 
is the leading 1990 naysayer 
among the big firms. Its report on 
1990, released Tuesday, is titled 
“What If Bear Market?” and 
features a drawing of a teddy bear 
on the cover. The firm predicts a 
recession. 

Abby Joseph Cohen, Drexel’s 
chief investment strategist, fore¬ 
cast that corporate profits will 
decline to earnings per share of 
£22 and 50 centres for the Stan¬ 


dard and Poor’s 500 stock index, 
significantly lower than firms’ 
predictions in the $25 range. 

“We believe that profits have 
already peaked and that consen¬ 
sus expectations are too high,” 
Cohen writes. 

Drexel’s recommendation: Buy 
stocks in companies whose earn¬ 
ings and revenues are not likely 
to be harmed by an economic 
slowdown or recession, such as 
soft drinks, pharmaceuticals and 
emerging industries such as 
biotechnology. 

Also contributing to a reces¬ 
sion, Drexel says, is a declining 
money flow due to factors such as 
bearish foreign sentiment ou the 
dollar, weakness in domestic de¬ 
mand for goods, lower corporate 
profits and soft real estate prices. 

Merrill Lynch and Co., the 
largest Wall Street firm, is slightly 
more sanguine. “We should 
escape a full-fledged recession, 
but it may be a close call,” chief 
economist Donald Straszheim 
wrote last week. 

Returns on stocks should be 
below average next year. Merrill 
predicted, with a change in mar¬ 
ket leadership to capital goods 
and energy stocks from consumer 
and financial issues. Its recom¬ 
mendation: Companies offering 
growth potential. 

Painewebber Inc. chief eco¬ 
nomist Edward Kerschner was 
the most chipper of his peers. 


saying in a “Happy New Year” 
memo to staffers that “before 
spring, lower interest rates and 
the outlook for upturn in the 
economy could be fuel for the 
next leg of the bull market." 

Kerschner predicted the stock 
market could end 1990 10 per 
cent to 15 per cent higher than at 
the start. 

The rapidly changing political 


situation in the Soviet Union and 
Eastern Europe was a wild card 
cited by several economists. 

The Soviet Union needs West¬ 
ern technology to rebuild its eco¬ 
nomy, they said, and faster 
growth in Poland, East Germany, 
Hungary and Czechoslovakia 
could benefit the U.S. economy. 

Some economists say bonds 
should benefit because lower 


U.S. defence spending should re¬ 
duce the federal deficit, and 
therefore reduce interest rates, 
while stocks should gain based on 
both lower interest rates and fes¬ 
ter global growth. 

“It’s aO very bullish for bonds 
and stocks — as long as peres¬ 
troika continues,” Kerschner 
wrote, referring to Soviet restruc¬ 
turing. 


GATT frames anti-dumping 


GENEVA (R) — Governments 
risk curbing legitimate competi¬ 
tion with some of the measures 
they take against imports they 
suspect are being dumped at 
prices below cost, GATT said 
Tuesday. 

Arthur Dunkei,' director- 
general of the 96-member Gener¬ 
al Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT), said procedures 
which member states used to 
combat dumping had become 
broader in scope. 


This had led to increased dis¬ 
putes, and had important implica¬ 
tions for the international trading 
system, he said in a report which 
cited action by the United States, 
the European Community, Au¬ 
stralia and Canada. 

GATT rules allow govern¬ 
ments to impose duties on goods 
found to bave been dumped at 
prices below those charged in the 
suppliers' home markets so as to 
counteract unfair advantages 
gained by foreign exporters. 


Exporters who deny they are 
guilty of dumping and consider 
anti-dumping duties unjustified 
can challenge such action through 
GATT procedures for settling 
trade disputes. 

As examples of wider scope of 
anti-dumping moves, Dunkei 
cited tighter rules for defining 
country of origin for items made 
of parts from different nations 
and action against “screwdriver 
plants” where imported compo¬ 
nents were assembled. 


British water sell-off makes 
big splash on stock exchange 


Mexican privatisation 
programme continues 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — Mexico 
is going ahead full speed wife its 
plans to continue selling govern¬ 
ment-owned companies, in an 
effort to further cut down on 
government deficit spending, 
according to a report. 

A treasury department report 
said the government plans to sell 
off or dose another 42 state- 
owned enterprises over the next 
year, according to El Financier©. 

In another report, Mexico's 
private companies reduced their 
foreign debt by 70.2 per cent over 
the past six years, and the Nation¬ 
al Bank of Mexico said the coun¬ 
try must continue ’to promote 
foreign investment to develop. 

To be put on the auction block, 
are banks, insurance companies, 
investment funds, mining com¬ 
panies, the Mexican coffee insti¬ 
tute and lumbering and wood 
product companies, the treasury 
department report quoted by El 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Tuesday, December 12, 1989 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Sterling 
Deutscfaenuuk 


Boy Scfl 
643.0 649.0 
1023.4 1033.6 
365.2 368.9 


Swiss franc 
French franc 
Japanese yen (for 100) 
Dutch guilder 
Swedish crown 
Italian lira (for 100) 
Belgian franc (for 10) 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 


Financier© said. 

Jacques Rogozmski, head of 
treasury department’s advisory 
council, said the Mexican govern¬ 
ment has sold 619 companies out 
of the 1,155 it owned in 1982, and 
hopes to sell another 177 com¬ 
panies, 42 of them in the coming 
year, the report said. 

Other companies the govern¬ 
ment hopes to spin off in the 
future include textiles, sulfur, 
metal foundries, agricultural pro¬ 
ducts and fisheries, the report 
said. 

President Carlos Salmas De 
Gortari, who took office Dec. 1, 
has made selling off these money- 
losing state companies a centre¬ 
piece Of his a dminis tration's prog¬ 
ramme to revive the stagnant 
economy. 

This year the economy is reg¬ 
istering growth for the first time in 
seven years. 

Earlier this year, the govern¬ 
ment liberalised regulations on 
company shareholdings, allowing 
greater foreign investment. Some 
sectors such as the petroleum 
industry will be retained by the 
government as monopolies, but 
Others, like telephones and tele¬ 
communications are now open 
for outside participation. 

Meanwhile, Mexico's private 
foreign debt decreased from 
$23.9 billion to $7.1 billion from 
1982-88 by dipping into their 
foreign reserves, while the gov¬ 
ernment’s foreign debt grew by 
35 per cent, the independent 
newspaper Excelsior said. 


LONDON (R) — Shares in 10 
newly privatised water companies 
in England and Wales made a big 
splash when they started trading 
in London Tuesday as some of 
the 2.7 million small investors 
who bought stock reaped hefty 
instant profits. 

The controversial sell-off of the 
companies was the latest in Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher’s 
sweeping privatisation program¬ 
me and the third biggest after 
British Petroleum and British 
Gas. Water utilities in Northern 
Ireland and Scotland were not 
included in the offer. 

The £5.25 billion (S8.4 billion) 
flotation was 5.7 times sub¬ 
scribed. Delighted government 
officials hailed the demand for 
the shares as a reaffirmation of 
pop ular caoitalism. 

It was at one time the most 
unpopular of Thatcher’s priva¬ 
tisations because feelings ran high 
about putting the water author¬ 
ities in private bands. 

But an attractive offer price, a 
promise of lucrative dividends 
and generous incentives, coupled 
with easy payment, turned what 
some analysts had predicted 
would be a potential flop into a 
roaring success. 

Northumbrian Water Group 
PLC was the star performer surg¬ 
ing to £1.70 ($2.72) compared 
with the £1 ($1.60) first instal¬ 
ment for which the government 
sold each share. It was buoyed by 
takeover speculation. 

Other water companies made 
40 pence (64 cents) or so on paper 
for their new owners, but many 
investors could not take profits 
immediately as share certificates 


seller must meet the commitment 
by buying shares at the prevailing 
market rate. 

By midday 545 milli on water 
shares had been traded on the 
London Stock Exchange, malting 
up more than half the volume of 
business. 

Meanwhile, British retail sales 
fell sharply last month, signalling 
what Chancellor of the Exche¬ 
quer John Major said was a slow¬ 
down in the economy as the 
government battled inflation. 

Official figures showed retail 
sales dropped 0.8 per cent in the 
mnup to Christmas between 
October and November com¬ 
pared with analysts' forecasts of a 
0.1 per cent increase. 

This spells lower profits and 
difficult trading conditions for re¬ 
tail chains but is good news for. 
Major, whose priority is to curb 
inflation now at an annual rate of 
7.3 per cent. 

“The economy is slowing down 
as it necessarily must do if we are 
to bring inflation down,” he told 
a briefing for the foreign press. 

“Retail sales have fallen two 
months in a row now, which 
suggests the government’s high 
interest rate policy has slowed 


consumer spending perhaps even 
more than we thought,” said 
Kevin Gardiner an economist at 
Warburgs. 

Earlier the government said 
that Britain's reserves of gold and 
foreign currency fell by an under¬ 
lying $931 million in November. 

The fell, much less than Octo¬ 
ber’s record $2.9 billion drop, 
was seen as showing reduced 
Bank of England intervention in 
the foreign, exchange markets to 
support the value of the pound 
starting. 

Economists said the latest fi¬ 
gure indicated Major may be 
more inclined to let the pound fell 
than his predecessor, Nigel Law- 
son, who resigned at the end of 
October. 

The British currency has slip¬ 
ped by 4.5 per cent, mainly due to 
the strength of the Deutschemaik 
since Major took over. Lawson 
was committed to high interest 
rates as a means of defending the 
pound. 

But analysts warned that the 
fell in reserves may not reveal the 
true extent of official support for 
sterling, as the Bank of England 
could have sold the pound for¬ 
ward on the futures market. 


ECONOMIC NEWS BRIEFS 


Jordan ships more cement to Yemen . 

AMMAN (Petra) — The second shipment of 25,000 tonnes of 
loose cement left Aqaba port Monday en route to Yemen Arab 
Republic (YAR). The shipment is part of 150,000 tonnes of 
cement to be exported to YAR in implementation of ah 
agreement concluded between both Jordan and Yemen. 

CBJ promotes export financing 

AMMAN (Petra) — Central Bank of Jordan (CBJ) Deputy- 
Governor Mohammad Saleh Horam Wednesday opens a two-day 
symposium on export credit guarantee and finance. The. sympo-.- 
■aum will be organised by the CBJ in cooperation with the 
International Trade Centre and the United Nations Development 
Programme in Jordan. Taking part in the symposium are 
representatives from the various ministries and departments, 
concerned in addition to representatives from commercial banks 
and finsmrifli institutions, insurance companies 'and exporting 
co mpani es The symp osium is designed to promote-exports and to , 
enhance the competitive capacity of these companies. 

Financial conference reviews 8 studies , 

AMMAN (Petra) — Participants in the first conference on the 
role of accountancy and financial and banking operations in j 
economic development Tuesday discussed eight working papers 
on unifying «rar>nnring terms, evaluation of capital expenditure, 
role of accountancy in developing local investments, the effect of 
finanrial policies on economic development, the role of the Audit - 
Commission in monitoring public funds and assessing the efficien¬ 
cy of the performance and a study on rationalisation of consump¬ 
tion. 


Jordan, Sudan sign new trade protocol 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan and Sudan Monday signed a trade 
protocol covering trade exchange, transport as well as scientific 
and technical cooperation. The two sides agreed to increase trade 
exchange in 1989-1990 up to $60 million on equal basis. 
Furthermore $6 million will be allocated for holding exhibitions at 
the Jordanian Cultural Centre in Khartoum and the Sudanese 
Cultural Centre in Amman. An additional $4 million will also be 
allocated for specialised exhibitions to be held in both countries in 
1990. The Sudanese side also emphasised its desire to import all 
its needs of cement from Jordan. The two sides stressed the 
importance of launching a maritime line between the ports of the 
two countries and requested national maritime companies to 
present their views in this regard. The. two sides also stressed the 
importance of utilising loans given by the Islamic Bank for 
Development and die Arab Monetary Fund in financing imports 
and tradings. 

m 

Housing Bank secures high ranking 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Housing Bank ranked in 59th position 
among the first 100 top banks in the Arab World in terms of 1988 
financial results,, according to a report by the Arab Banking 
Gazette. The report said that the classification of banks was 
published in the Euromoney magazine in London last month. It 
said that the assessment was conducted on the criteria of each 
bank’s holding of American dollars and the volume of its 
operations. The Housing Bank secured the remarkable position 
despite-the devaluation of the Jordanian dinar against foe U.S. 
currency. 


Human resources hinder 
growth in world tourism 


GENEVA (R) — A shortage of 
skilled workers threatens to curb 
the booming world tourism indus¬ 
try, the International Labour 
Organisation (ILO) bas said. 

An ILO report said skill shor- 


TO tages were a chronic restraint on 
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WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


SYDNEY — Prices drifted downward in listless trading despite a 
sharply higher gold sector. The AD Ordinaries index dropped 3.1 
to 1,612.7. 

TOKYO — Prices fluctuated in a narrow range on a themeless 
day, but one trader said the market remained strong. The Nikkei 
index gained 50.86 to 37,803.53. 

HONG KONG — The market broke out of a prolonged spell of 
inertia, chiefly as a result of a high-level U.S. mission to Peking. 
The Hang Seng index rose 46.25 to 2.809.58, its biggest single-day 
gain since Nov. 9. 

SINGAPORE — Buying by selected institutions and speculators 
pushed up prices to a second successive post-1987 high and one 
broker said sentiment remained bullish. The Straits Times 
industrial index gained 6.27 to 1,454.8!. 

BOMBAY — Share prices ended mixed in volatile trading for the 
new account after the exchange authorities halved deposit 
margins on sales to 15 per cent on 42 leading stocks. 
FRANKFURT — West German shares ended mixed as the 
market’s consolidation continued amid waning volume. The DAX 
index closed at 1,653.07, down 0.65. 

ZURICH — Swiss shares closed lower in thin trading. “Nothing 
happened and volume was very thin,” one dealer said. The Swiss 
performance index closed at 1,136.3. 

PARIS —- French share prices were drifting in very thin trading by 
midday with all the action centred on isolated special situation 
stocks. The CAC index was 2.6 points down at 1,968.43. 
LONDON — Prices were firm with activity dominated by the 
water issue. The premiums on the 10 water authorities’ shares, 
which ranged from 33 to 58 per cent, helped the market gain early 
on but investors were cautious ahead of Brit ish and U.S. 
economic data later this week. By 1630 GMT the FTSE 100 was 
np 11 points at 2362.4. 
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THE BETTER HALF*, 


By Harris 



Despite advances in technolo¬ 
gy, tourism relied heavily on a 
relatively young and unskilled 
work force, making training the 
key to the industzy’s success, the 
report said. 

“While notable advances in 
training have taken place in both 
industrialised and developing 


countries, training systems must 
adapt quickly if they are to meet 
the demands of the predicted 
dynamic growth,” it said. 

International tourist arrivals in¬ 
creased by 26.8 per cent between 
1980 and 1987 and are expected 
to hit a record high of 40Q million 
this year, the ILO report said. 

Government, employer and 
worker delegates from 27 coun¬ 
tries will assess the industry in 
Geneva this week in the first 
session of the ILO's hotel, cater¬ 
ing and tourism committee. 

The new committee reflects the 
importance of tourism which the 
ILO expects to surpass all other 
sectors in economic importance 
by the end of the century and now 
employs some 100 million work¬ 
ers, or 6.3 per cent of total world 
employment. 


‘Optimum reorganisation’ 
sacrifices Chinese women 

BEIJING (AP) — Women are being laid off and poorly treated 
under current state efforts to streamline factory employees, accord¬ 
ing to a survey taken by the China Women’s Journal. 

The survey taken in northeast China's Liaoning province found 
that many women are being laid off by factories that consider them 
surplus or redundant, the journal said in a report carried by the 
official China Daily. 

It said women were the victims of “optimum reorganisation” of the 
labour force, a Chinese euphemism for laying off workers. 

Very few people are ever fired in the nation’s state-run enterprises 
and laid-off workers usually receive their base pay. However, only 
4.5 per cent of the laid-off women continue to get bonuses, a 
substantial part of their incomes, and welfare benefits. 

The report said many women were assigned to unsuitable jobs 
under the old rigid employment system and thus were the first to be 
laid-off. At the Benxi steel company, where 36.4 per ertnt of 140,000 
employees are women, 721 women have been forced to take long 
leaves because they lacked “suitable” work. 

A investigation made earlier this year by the All-China National 
Labour Force Commission found that enterprises considered 20 per 
cent of their employees to besurplus or redundant, and 64 per cent of 
those were woipen. Women make up about 37 per cent of the urban 
workforce. 

Many enterprises are also now refusing to lure women because 
their maternity leave and early retirement drive up welfare costs. 

The S h a ng hai Women's Association, in another recent survey of 
400 companies in China's largest city, found that six per cent of 
women have lost their jobs as a result of the drive to eliminate surplus 
workers. 


‘You put your foot in your mouth 
so often I bought a doormat 
for your tongue.” 



THAT SCRAMS LH) WORD GAME 
» by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 

four ordinary words. 




Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug¬ 
gested by the above cartoon. 


A ’ swBr ' Mre -LIXJ 0F “G-l 


Yesterday’s 


{ Jumbles; viper 


(Answers tomorrow) 
PEPSIN LICHEN 


Answer. He tried to Mss her, but she'd have this— 
NONE OF HIS UP 
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Tyson, Maradona, Johnson —outstanding images of 198©s 
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By John Mehaffey 
Reuter 

LONDON—A boxerof mariin g 
ferocity, a footballer touched 
with genius and a splinter who 
tumbled overnight from hero to 
viQaih formed the outstanding 
mating images of the turbulent 


Mike Tyson emerged &om a 
New York ghetto to lamvh a 
savage and successful bid for the 
undisputed heavyweight cham¬ 
pionship of the world. 

^Fztnn the slums of Buenos 
Aims, Diego Maradona gradu¬ 
ated to the captaincy of his coun¬ 
try and inspired Argentina to the 
soccer World Cup. 

~ And Ben Johnson, bom in a 


J am ai c an shanty town, beat Carl 
Lewis and the world 100 metres 
record in successive years before 
his fortunes crashed around him 
when be was expelled from the 
1988 Olympics for drugs. 

Canadian Johnson's fall bom 
grace after he had defeated Lewis 
and reduced his own worid record 
in Seoul was the sprats sensation 
of the decade. 

S c and al also brushed Tyson. 
He was embroiled in an acrimo¬ 
nious divorce from his actress 
wife Robin Givens «nd 
with assault after one of a series 
of street scuffles. 

Maradona had a series of bitter 
disputes with his Italian dub 
Napoli, ending in an uneasy truce 
late in 1989. He also attracted 
adverse criticism for the huge 


HOROSCOPE NOT RECEIVED 


_ GOREN BRIDGE 

BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 

SMR THDum llama Semen. He 

DIGGING ONE'S OWN GRAYE 


- North-South vulnerable. West 
deals. 

NORTH 
4 976 
7 A K Q 10 
0 AK 

* Q J 6 3 

WEST • EAST 
4AKS32 *54 
7752 7*63 

-OQJO OJ9752 

* E 102 * 874 

.SOUTH 

* Q J 10 
7 J 9 4 
0*643 

* A 9 5 
The bidding: 

West North East South 

1 * DM Pass 1 NT 

Pan 3 NT Pass Pan 

Pass 

Opening.lead: Three of * 

The Sea Bees might take a while 
to. work miracles. Bridge players 
have to rely on their wits. 

A one no trump response to a 
takeout, double is forward-going— 
it normally promises some 8-10 
points—but after a spade opening 
bid the doubler should always allow 
for the preemptive value of the. 
opening bid and realize that the re¬ 
sponse might have been made under 


pressure. In any event. South had 
the allowable minimum and North 
was fall value for his jump to game. 

West led a spade, won by declar¬ 
er. That gave declarer eight running 
tricks, and there was no qnesrion the 
ninth would have to come from the 
dub suit. That might have been 
enough to make most declarers take 
the club finesse, but that would have 
been a futile exercise. 

For his opening bid, West had to 
have the king of clubs, and to pur¬ 
sue a course that is bound to lose is 
ibe height of folly. Instead, declarer 
opted to hope for a favorable lie of 
the cards. 

She cashed four hearts and two 
diamonds, then gave West the lead 
■ with a spade. West cashed his four 
tricks in the suit, but then was down 
to the the K 10 of dubs. His forced 
dub return allowed declarer to score 
two tricks in the suit for her 
contract. 

On some nands, counting the dis¬ 
tribution reveals the winning line. 
Here, counting the points was the 
key to success. Since the dub finesse 
could not win, playing for a favor* 
able distribution was the only alter-. 
native, and any chance is better than 
none at all! 


THE Daily Crossword * 


ACROSS - 
1 M. Hulot of 
films 

5 Bedouin 
10 "Paquod” 
captain 

14 Dramatic 
conflict 

15 Missouri River 
cHy 

10 — Negri 

17 Cftnis tree 

18 More subtle 

19 Work 

20 Avoid 
hostMtfes 

22 Impressive 
24 “Fables In 
Slang” author 
~ 25 Decree 
26 Source of 
- ‘ great wealth 
30- Fund type. 

34 Dismounted 
.35. Type . 

37 Shelf 
• 38 Vereen 
39 Apropos 

41 KWer whale 

42 Faithful 

44 Parent 

45 Migration- 
-48 Evoke 

affection 
48 Setback! 

50 Racing eport 
52 Neat egg 



1C1B8D Tribune Madia San***, me 
AD Rtgtas Rsoonrod 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


53 Card game 
56 Con 

80 Acknowledge 
61 Headdress 
63 Move ItaatBy 
84Butte 
65 Special 
' vocabulary 
68 Sarah — 
Jewett. 

87 Victim 
68 Not a soul 
"69 Took a bus 

DOWN 

1 Powder 

2 Exchange 
premium 

3 Volume 


4 Not precise - 

5 Twaddle 

6 Skip 

7 Singer Davta 

8 In the lead 

9 Evolution 
name 

10-One of twelve 

11 —ray-thumb 

12 Astringent 

13 Mean 
21 Bachelor's 

last words 
23 Lycee 

25 Characteristic 

26 Rhett Butler 

27 Fat part 

28 Striped 

29 Col. quarters 

31 Bouquets 45 Fifth 

32 JBm columnist 

33 Knocks down 47 Wickerwork 

38 Docile 49 Stat 

39 Cogwheels 51 Mubarak's 

40 Plot a course city 

43 Bank robber's 53 Bivouac 
concern 64 Affirm 
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55 Pince-nez 
perch 

56 Brie — 
Presley 

57 Pianist Peter 

58 Courage 

59 Comer 
62 Past 



Tel: 625155 
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sums of money he demanded to 
play in charity matches. 

For fight fans the 1980s opened 
with the almost unbearably poig¬ 
nant sight of Mohammad Ali 
searching in vain for the elixir of 
youth in an 11th round defeat by 
Larry Holmes. 

Tyson exploded on to the 
world scene in 1986, knocking out 
the hapless Trevor Berbicfc within 
five minutes to become at 20 the 
youngest ever heavyweight cham¬ 
pion. He went on to win nine 
farth er world title fights, seven 
within the distance. 

The softly-spoken Tyson 
eschewed the flash and glamour 
which distinguished the Ali years, 
boxing sockless in plain black 
tranks. As the decade ended no- 
one looked remotely capable of 
beating him. 

Maradona took over from the 
elegant Frenchman Michel Platini 
as soccer’s leading light. 

He transformed a talented but 
erratic Argentine side into world 
champions and hired his expen¬ 
sive talents to Spain’s- Barcelona 
and then Napoli. 

Maradona’s second goal in the 
Mexico World Cup quarter-final 
against England flhxmmated a 
memorable competition. A 
thunderous left-foot shot fol¬ 
lowed a 60-metre run in which the 
stocky Argentine weaved past de¬ 
fender after defender as if they 
were waxwork dummies. 

In 1984 Los Angeles staged in 
Olympics during which an un¬ 
ashamedly chauvinistic audience 
seemed scarcely to notice the 
absence, through a political 
boycott, of the majority of the 
Soviet bloc nations. 

The Soviets were retaliating for 
U.S. President Jimmy Carter's 
boycott of the 1980 Moscow 
Olympics, part of a protest 
against the Soviet intervention in 
Afghanistan the previous year. 

In Los Angeles the American 
mood was upbeat as, against the 
backdrop of Ronald Reagan's 
sucessfal re-election campaign, 
they cheered Lewis to gold med¬ 
als in the 100, 200 mid 4x100 
metres relay plus the long jump. 

Lewis should have been the 
ideal all-American hero. 

Handsome, articulate and de¬ 
dicated to the pursuit of both 
excellence and wealth, he some¬ 
how failed to capture the public 
imagination. 

Lewis’s clashes with Johnson 
were among the most dramatic 
sporting confrontations of die de¬ 
cade, Highlighted by the contrast 
between die American’s Lissom 
Grace and Johnson’s awesome 
power. 

East Germany's Marita Koch 
and American Florence Griffith 
Joyner were the outstanding 
women sprinters of their age. 

Koch, whose delightful perso¬ 
nality did much to erase the 
popular misconception that all 
East German athletes are unsmil¬ 
ing automations, gathered 16 
world records before retiring in 
1986. 

The flamboyant Griffith Joyner 
transformed herself at the age of 
28 in to the fastest woman of all 
time, slashing die world 100 
metres record in the American 
championships then breaking the 
200 marie twice in a day at the 
Seoul Olympics. 

Physical conditioning became 
increasingly scientific during the 
1980s. 


Seeking Knowledge? 

We go another PUB. You too? 
Do yon want our knowledge? 
Information: Univcrsclles 
Leben. Abt 100. 

B.O. Box 56 43.D-8709 Wnero- 
barg. West Germany. 


Kareem Abdul Jabbar, the 
highest scorer in American bas¬ 
ketball history, bowed out at die 
age of 42 after 20 professional 
seasons, a tribute both to modem 
training and his own acute in¬ 
telligence. 

And relentless training helped 
catapult Ivan Lendl — a Czechos¬ 
lovak who embraced the Amer¬ 
ican way of life with an intensity 
that perhaps only an immigrant 
can manage — to world number 
one in men’s tennis. 

Lendl, a gaunt, intense figure, 
honed his groundstrokes to near 
perfection but could not make the 
final adjustment to the serve-and- 
volley game demanded by Wimb¬ 
ledon’s grass surface. 

Wimbledon in the early part of 
the decade belonged to the trou¬ 
bled if immensely gifted John 
McEnroe. 

McEnroe, as intuitive as Lendl 
was calculated, was capable of 
both sublime tennis and appalling 
behaviour. 

He reached the heights in 1984, 
winning his third and final Wimb¬ 
ledon of the decade with a com¬ 
bination of power and delicacy 
none of his contemporaries could 
rival. 

In women’s te nnis the start of 
the decade saw the cool Chris 
Evert at her peak while the mid¬ 
years were dominated by fellow 
American Martina Navratilova, 
as obsessive in her pursuit of 
physical fitness as Lendl. 

By 1989 the game was ruled by 
Steffi Graf, a West German who 
went out and whacked the ball 
harder than anyone else around, 
and her compatriot Boris Becker, 
ax 17 the youngest man ever to 
win Wimbledon. 

If McEnroe was the unaccept¬ 
able face of modern sport. Golf, 
to its eternal credit, continued to 
insist on exemplary behaviour 
from its practitioners. 

Tom Watson took over from 
fellow American Jack Nicklaus as 
the world’s top player before his 
putting deteriorated. 

Hie .dashing Spaniard Seve 
Ballesteros, flaxen-haired Au¬ 
stralian Greg Norman and dedi¬ 
cated Briton Nick Faldo all had 
their days in the sun but no-one 
was able to exhibit quite the 
all-round authority Watson had | 
displayed. 

The growing strength of the 
European game was demons¬ 
trated when Europe defeated the 
United States in the 1985 Ryder 
Cup team competition, retaining 
the trophy in 1987 and 1989. 

Motor racing, sport of the in¬ 
ternational jet set, witnessed the 
rise and fall of the turbo-engined 
cars, finally outlawed in an effort 
to increase safety and reduce 
costs. 

Frenchman Alain Frost and 
Brazilian Nelson Piquet won the 
drivers’ crown three times wih 
Prost establishing himself as the 
world’s outstanding driver with a 
record total of 39 grands prix. * 

But Prost's increasingly bitter 


MANY VILLAS 
AND APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT & SALE 

Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmelsani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 1 
locations. 

For more information i 
please call 
Wael Real Estate 
Tel: 685342, 682097 


CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR SALE 

Turkish Products Exhibition Company invites you to great 
opportunity of buying best presents newly arrived 1989 winter 
models from Turkey's most famous fashion houses and bouti¬ 
ques, row available with very competitive prices. 

In addition we have hand-made crystals, silver ware and pure 
silk carpets. 

Our showrooms: Housing Bank Complex, second floor, 
and Jaber Centre, Mecca Street 
OPEN FRIDAY 


TTTTTTTTT 


BMW model 635 CSI, 1983, 2 door - fully automatic, 
excellent condition. 

Call: 670877 from 9:00-1:30, 3:00-6:00 


r Cinema 

Tel: 6341441 
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rivalry with his McLaren team 
mate Ayrton Senna oversha¬ 
dowed the 1989 season and be left 
the team to drive for Ferrari in 
1990. 

The America’s cup rested with 
the San Diego yacht dob at the 
decade’s end, at least until the 
next court appeal. 

Yachting's premier trophy was 
fought in the courts and not the 
open seas as San Diego and New 
Zealand's Mercury Bay boating 
club bickered about the rules in a 
dispute which had everything to 
do with money and prestige and 
nothing to do with sport. 

In the water, Michael Gross, 
Vladimir S alniko v an d Kristin 
Otto were the outstanding swim¬ 
mers of their generation. 

Salnikov pulled off an asto¬ 
nishing Olympic golden double, 
winning the 1,500 metres, frees¬ 
tyle in 1980 and 19S8 after mis¬ 
sing Los Angeles through the 
Soviet boycott. 

China returned to the interna¬ 
tional sporting fold, competing in 
the Los Angeles Olympics after 
an absence of 32 years. 

But South Africa remained iso¬ 
lated, despite belated attempts by 


WIFE OF COMANECI 
COMPANION GOES 
PUBLIC: The wife of the man 
who helped Olympic gold 
medallist Nadia Comaneci 
'escape from Romania 
appeared on tele virion Mon¬ 
day to say that her side of the 
story is unhappy. Maria Panait 
said she was proud when she 
first learned of the role her 
husband, Constantin, played 
in the defection of Comaneci, 
the gymnast who beguiled 
crowds at the 1976 Olympics. 
But her pride turned to de¬ 
vastation when Comaneci and 
Panait appeared together in a 
news conference to announce 
they planned to settle down 
together. She said she was not 
heard from her husband since 
the escape. “I didn’t sleep for 
five days. I've lost ten pounds, 
it’s been very hard," said Mrs, 
Panait, 25. She lives in Hallan¬ 
dale with her four children, 
who also appeared on televi¬ 
sion to say they missed their 
father. 

SALUD WINS TITLE 
FROM ESTRADA: Amer¬ 
ican Jesus Salud took the 
World Boxing Association 
junior featherweight title from 
Mexico’s Juan Jose Estrada on 
Monday after the referee dis¬ 
qualified Estrada in the ninth 
round for low blows. Salud 
raised his record to 32 wins 





Diego Maradona — the maestro 

administrators to end racial 
separation in sports. 

In 1986 the Edinburgh Com¬ 


monwealth games were largely ted in protest at Britain's refusal 
devalued when African, Asian to impose economic sanctions on 
and Caribbean nations boycot- the white-ruled republic. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


against three defeats. Estrada, 
who was penalised in the sixth 
round and warned again in the 
seventh for low blows, drop¬ 
ped to 36-8. 

ARCHERS POSTAL 
SHOOT IS SHOT DOWN: 

A postal competition between 
English and South American 
archers dating back 30 years 
has been shot down by the 
Commonwealth Games Coun¬ 
cil because it contravenes the 
international sports boycott of 
the republic. Several English 
clubs have regularly taken part 
in the postal shoot which in¬ 
volved the exchange of 
scorecards with the Natal 
Archery Society from an 
agreed event in each country. 
An end to the competition was 
ordered by council secretary 
Brian Allinson. 

PLATINI TO STAY ON AS 
FRANCE’S COACH: 
Michel Platini announced 
Monday that he would stay on 
as France’s national soccer 
coach until the 1994 World 
Cap. The former international 
midfielder, who replaced Hen¬ 
ri Michel as France's coach a 
year ago, denied media reports 
that he had been offered a job 
with the former Italian club 
Juventns. His contract was due 
to expire at the end of the 
year. Platini said he would sign 
a new four-and-a-half year 


FOR RENT 

Furnished 2-3 bedrooms apartment, 2 
bathrooms, central heating. 

Location: Jubeiha. 

Call tel: 834230 


-SECOND FLOOR FLAT FOR RENT- 

Unfurnished flat consisting of two bedrooms, salon, dining 
room, bathroom, kitchen, glassed-in veranda with central 
heating. 

Location: Jabal Amman, 4th Circle, near the Swiss, 
Korean, German, Greek and Japanese embassies. 

Call 673925, 655483 Amman. 


FULL-TIME EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
WANTED 

Full-time executive secretary wanted to work for a local 
company in Amman. 

Knowledge in the use of word processor preferable. 

Please contact Sarnia at Tel. 656273. 


SALE 


Pekinese, two years old, healtny and cisan. 

For more information please call 660321 
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Tel: 67S571 




contract on Friday with a 
clause allowing him to end it at 
any time. 

GIRARDELLI INJURED 
IN SPUER-G: Marc Girar- 
delli of Luxembourg, the de¬ 
fending world cup overall ski 
champion, was injured Tues¬ 
day in a spectacular fall during 
a super-giant slalom race. The 
Austrian-born Girardelli lost 
control near the top of the 
course and crashed head first 
through a protective fence into 
a ditch, just 26 seconds into 
the race. He was helped np by 
race officials, but had trouble 
walking and sat back down. 
He was later put on a sled and 
taken by helicopter to a hospit¬ 
al. The extent of his injury was 
not immediately known. 

MILLION-POUND 
WEGERLE JOINS OPR: 

Luton's South African-born 
striker Roy Wegerle moved tp 
first division rivals Queens 
Park Rangers for £1 million 
(SI.6 million) on Monday — 
and immediately staked a 
claim to play for the United 
States in June's World Cup. 
Wegerie, 25, Is eligible to play 
international soccer for five 
countries because of his cos¬ 
mopolitan upbringing. He 
could represent Scotland (his 
mother’s birthplace). West 
Germany (father's birthplace), 
England (where he was qual¬ 


ified for residence), the United 
States (his wife's nationality) 
and South Africa — although 
his birthplace is ban ned from 
competition by FIFA. 

TENNIS ORGANISERS 
WILL PAY APPEARANCE 
FEES: Organisers of the Feb. 
5-11 Milan indoor tennis 
tournament said Monday they 
mil offer about $600,000 in 
appearance fees on top of the 
$600,000 in prize money. 
Tournament director Sergio 
Pahnieri said Ivan Lendl, the 
No. 1 player in the world, was 
signed up for the event, along 
with Americans John McEn¬ 
roe and Jimmy Connors. 
Under new rules of the Asso¬ 
ciation of Te nnis Professionals 
(ATP), playeis can officially 
receive appearance money. 
The practice was previously 
banned, although it was widely 
acknowledged that such 
money was offered under the 
table. 

INTERNATIONAL TEAM 
REACHES SOUTH POLE: 

A six-man international ski 
and sled dog team reached the 
South Pole on Monday, mark¬ 
ing a major milestone in its 
4,000-miIe (6,400-kilometre) 
trek across Antarctica, a U.S. 
spokeswoman said. The team 
is believed to have reached the 
pole at about 1900 GMT. 


TORX-MAS THAI 
* SPECIAL OFFER! 
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special presents 
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items ✓ 
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FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

3 bedrooms, a sitting room, a dining room, with a big 
terrace, central heating and telephone. 

Located behind Firas Bookshop, between the 3rd 
and 4th Circles, Jabel Amman. 

For further information: Please call tele¬ 
phone 641003 


FURNISHED FLOOR FOR RENT 

Deluxe and complete furniture. Three bedrooms, two large 
reception and dining rooms. 

In the best residential area: Jabal Amman, near Amoun Hotel. 

ALSO TWO APARTMENTS. 

Tel: 777112 8 ajn. - 2 p.m. - 674028 after 2 p.m. 
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World News 


Hong Kong begins forced 


HONG KONG (AP) — Security 
forces bundled Si Vietnamese 
onto a chartered jet before dawn 
Tuesday and flew them to Hanoj 
in die first forced repatriation of 
boat people, triggering a chorus 
of international outrage. 

But the colonial government 
said sending home Vietnamese 
who cannot prove they face poli¬ 
tical persecution was more 
humane than keeping them “end¬ 
lessly” in this British colony. 
Hong Kong houses about 56,000 
Vietnamese in squalid camps 
where violence and malnutrition 
are rife. 


Ministry official, said several 
thousand more people will be 
returned within weeks. 

British Prime Minister Mar¬ 
garet Thatcher’s government 
ignored last-minute pleas from 
the United States and Canada not 
to go ahead with the programme. 
The London-based human rights 
group Amnesty international said 
it had appealed to no avail to 
Hong Kong’s governor. Sir David 
Wilson. 


from the cells; some Vietnamese 
held their heads in their hands. 

“I don’t want to go back to 
Vietnam," shouted one woman in 
broken cantonese, the local di¬ 
alect of this British colony, as she 
waved her hands in despair. 


The Cathay Pacific Tri-Star 
carrying eight Vietnamese men, 
17 women and 26 children arrived 
in Hanoi at 6:30 a.m. (2230 
GMT) after a fli gh t that reported¬ 
ly went without incident. 

The boat people were taken to 
a transit centre where they will be 
processed before returning to the 
provinces for job placement and 
training, a diplomatic source in 
Hanoi said. 

Government-funded radio tele¬ 
vision Hong Kong, quoting an 
unidentified Vietnamese Foreign 


Stanley Clinton Davis, chair¬ 
man of the British Refugee Coun¬ 
cil described the pre-dawn round¬ 
up as “so reminiscent of dm 
practices indulged in by tyrannies 
over the ages — the Nazis, the 
Communists, South Africa and 
others.” 

As the operation began at 3 
a.m., Vietnamese screamed for 
help from the windows at the 
Phoenix House detention centre. 
Some hung a «gn through the 
metal bars, reading: Where is 
your humanity?. 

The boat people were quickly 
pulled away by police equipped 
with helmets, shields, revolvers 
and batons. Sobs could be heard 


Comoros mercenaries 


demand French asylum 


DZAOUDZI, Mayotte Island 
(Agencies) — White mercenaries 
who have seized control of the 
Comoros Islands are de manding 
asylum in France, presenting 
Paris with an em harassing politic¬ 
al problem, diplomats said 
Tuesday. 

The diplomats in Moroni, 
capitla of the Indian Ocean is¬ 
lands, said the demand had dead¬ 
locked negotiations for the peace¬ 
ful departure of the 30-odd soldiers 
of fortune while Fiance consi¬ 
dered its response. 

France and South Africa had 
been dosely associated with the 
hired guns but turned against 
them after the assassination of 
President Ahmad Abdallah Nov. 
26. It is widely believed the mer¬ 
cenaries killed him. 

The two countries are now 
discreetly negotiating for the de¬ 
parture of the men, most of 
whom are French. 

“These guys want a safe pas¬ 
sage back to France,” one diplo¬ 
mat said in a telephone interview 
from the French island of 
Mayotte. 

The leader of the mercenaries, 
Bob Den and, is wanted in France 
on criminal charges in connection 
with a mercenary attack on the 
West African state of Benin in 
1977 and at least one of the 
mercenaries ■ is a French army 
deserter. 


The mercenaries form the officer 
.corps of the 650-strong preaden- 
tal guard, winch has disarmed the 
regular army and is now in chrge 
of the civilian government, nomi¬ 
nally led by Interim President 
Said Mohammad Djohar. 

Residents in Monti said Tues¬ 
day tibe white walls of the small 
palm fringed port city had been 
covered overnight with black 
graffiti. 

Slogans such as “Bob Denard 
out,” “11 years of corrupt govern¬ 
ment,” and “our with the merce¬ 
naries” had been danbed all over 
town, they said. 

A French military task force 
has tethered in Mayotte, die only 
island in the Comoros archipela¬ 
go which decided to remain 
French when the others un¬ 
ilaterally declared independence 
in 1975, to intervene in the Com¬ 
oros if necessary. 

A military spokesman said 
Monday the tsk force of four 
ships, four transport planes and 
five helicopters carrying 400 
marine commandos and para¬ 
troopers, was ready to move into 
action at a moment’s notice. 

But he stressed it had been 
assembled to evacuate the 1,600 
French residents in the Comoros 
if necessary, not to take on the 
mercenaries. 

“It is not a question of 400 
French soldiers against 30 merce¬ 


naries,’* Colonel Philippe Char- 
tier told reporters.. 

However, diplomats said the 
military show of strength was 
clearly to persuade the mercenar¬ 
ies to leave. 

Denard. who led a 1978 invar 
son by 50 white mercenaries 
which brought Abdallah to power 
and stayed on to organise the 
presidential guard, has accepted 
m principle that he and the other 
“dogs of war” should go. 

Buz the 60-year-old soldier of 
fortune told the French dally 
Figaro that he and his men should 
be given assurances of personal 
security and financial compensa¬ 
tion. 

Le Figaro quoted Denard as 
saying bis forces would not shoot 
first if French soldiers landed, but 


adding: “There is such a thing as 
legitimate self-defence. We 
wont’t let ourselves be slaught¬ 
ered like lambs.” 

Denard said he was willing to 
discuss terms for his departure, 
the newspaper reported. 

“Let them propose an honour¬ 
able exit,” he was quoted as 
saying. “If they pay us-indemni- 
ties, if they find a guarantee for 
our soldiers, then it would be 
with a heavy heart but we would 
leave. But it try to intimidate us, 
with planes flying overhead and 
grandoise preparations at Mayot¬ 
te, that’s ridiculous.” 


Bush, catching flak for 
China move, defends stand 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Pres¬ 
cient George Bush has de¬ 
fended his decision to send two 
top aides to Beijing over the 
weekend, and he said he would 
“keep looking for ways to find 
common ground” with Chinese 
leaders despite unhappiness with 
their crackdown against pro- 
democracy forces. 

Bush stressed Monday that the 
trip by National Security Adviser 
Brent Scowcroft and a top State 


Department aide did not amount 
to normalisation of relations. He 
said those who suggest otherwise 
“simply do not know what they 
are talking about.” 

Bush, who has been criticised 
by majbiity opposition Demo¬ 
crats in Congress for sending the 
two senior advisers to China, said 
he took the action because, “I do 


not want to isolate the Chinese 
people.” 

Bush satid the United States 
■maintains contacts with several 
countries that have “egregious 
records on human rights.” As for 
this spring's bloocty crackdown in 
Beijing, Bush said, “the Chinese 
know they have to address them¬ 
selves to the problems that were 
inherent in this episode.” 

The president made his com¬ 
ments to a group of editorial 
writers gathered in an auditorium 
across the street from the White 
House. 

' He opened the session with a 
review of his first year as presi¬ 
dent. Gtfag an improved U.S.- 
Soviet relationship and other de¬ 
velopments, he said, *Tm not 
oveny satisfied but I think gener¬ 
ally the first year has gone pretty 
well." 


As for China, Bush said he was 
“veiy pleased today in the wake 
of General Scowcroffs visit to 
notice that the Chinese Foreign 
Ministry stated that they would 
not sell missiles to any Mideast 
countries.” 

He added that Scowcroft had 
raised the issue in his weekend 
talks with Chinese leaders, and 
the Chinese made their 
announcement before the nation¬ 
al security adviser and Deputy 
Secretary of State Lawrence Eag¬ 
le burger had returned to 
Washington. 

Bush called the Chinese state¬ 
ment “a very sound develop¬ 
ment,” although he had received 
the same assurances during a trip 
to China last Februaiy. 

Even as Bush spoke, congres¬ 
sional Democrats stepped up 
their criticism of his actions. 


C. American summit calls on 
Salvador rebels todemobilisi 


SAN JOSE, Costa Rica (Agen¬ 
cies) — Central American presi¬ 
dents Tuesday called for the de¬ 
mobilisation of El Salvador’s leftist, 
guerrillas and said Nicaragua 
should stop providing them with 
arms. 


claimed hundreds of civilian lives 
and prompted El Salvador to 
suspend relations with Nicaragua, 
which it accuses of arming the 
rebels. 


It was the strongest call in two 
years of summit meetings for an 
end to the (titter civil war that 
flared with renewed vigour in El 
Salvador in recent week£ with a 
rebel urban offensive. 

The final summit communique 
urged tiie leftist Farabundo Marti 
National Liberation Front, 
(FMLN) to cease all operations 
that affect the civilian population 
and incorporate themselves into 
the peaceful political process. 

It also asked U.N. Secretary 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar 
to try to restart peace talks be¬ 
tween the rebels and El Salva¬ 


dor’s rightist government. 

The rebels launched an urban 
offensive Nov. 11 that has 


The presidents of Costa Rica, 
Guatemala and Honduras urged 
El Salvador and Nicaragua to 
mend their tattered relations. El 
Salvador suspended relations 
with Nicaragua Nov. 26 after a 
Nicaraguan-registered plane 
loaded with missiles for the 
FMLN crashed in El Salvador. 

Nicaraguan President Daniel 
■Ortega /agreed to suspend his 
World Court case accusing Hon¬ 
duras of harbouring Nicaraguan 
rebels, smoothing a dispute that 
led Honduran President Jose 
Azcona Hoyo to leave the Cen¬ 
tral American summit for several 
hoars late Monday. The six- 
'month suspension was included in 
the final communique. 

“Hie start of the demobilisa¬ 
tion process of the Nicaraguan 


resistance and the FMLN is a 
fundamental element in overcom¬ 
ing tiie crisis that the peace pro¬ 
cess faces,” the communique 
said. 

The final document urged the 
International Commission of 
Support and V e ri f i c ati on (C2AV) 
set up by the United Nations and 
the Organisation of American 
States to supervise tiie disband¬ 
ment of the contras to extend its 
role to demobilisation of the 
FMLN. 

“The presidents support the 
N ic a ragu an go v ernm ent of Presi- 
dent Daniel Ortega to the effect 
that funds approved for the 
Nicaraguan resistance should be 
given from the signing of this 
document to the CIAV, with a 
view eo executing tiie process of 
demobilisation, repatriation or 
voluntary relocation in Nicaragua 
or third countries of the members 
of the Nicaraguan resistance and 
their families,” the c ommuni que 
said. 


About 200 police and correc¬ 
tions officers were involved in the 
operation, outnumbering the 
Vietnamese almost 4-1. The gov¬ 
ernment said no force was used. 

The government said the expel¬ 
led Vietnamese were illegal “eco¬ 
nomic migrants” who could not 
prove they had fled their home¬ 
land because of a fear of persecu¬ 
tion. 

“In our view it is more humane 
to go ahead with the repatriation 
of those who have been through 
tiie whole process of screening 
and appeal than to leave them 
waiting endlessly in camps,” said 
a government statement. 

It said Vietnam has given tiie 
Hong Kong government, “firm 
assurances that those returning 
would not be punished for having 
left clandestinely” and that their 
return would initially be moni¬ 
tored by the British embassy in 


‘Minister 


of cocaine’ 
extradited 


MIAMI (R) — A former Bofi- 
viau interior minister, dubbed 
by U.S. authorities as the 
“minister of cocatoe,” was 
handed over to U-S.' drug 
agents fa La Paz and flown to 
Miami Monday to lace trial on 
drug trafficking charges. 

Officials said Luis Arce 
Gomez, a former army colonel 
who had been on the run shice 
the e arly 1980s, arr i v e d at 
Miami international airport 
late Monday night and was 
taken under heavy guard to a 
nearby prison, a law-enforce¬ 
ment source said. 

Arce Gomez, interior minis¬ 
ter in the military government 
of General Luis Garda Meza 
between 1980 and 1981, was 
indicted by a Miami federal 
gand jury in 1983 along with 17 
others. He was charged with 
mast e r m inding an operation 
that smuggled large loads of 
cocaine to the United States. 

The indic tment alleged that 
while he was a government 
minister, Arce Gomez created 
paramilitary groups tint seized 
cocaine from traffickers who 
failed to pay for protection and 
then handed the drugs over to 
smu g gler s who did pay. 


The Miami Herald newspap¬ 
er said Arce Gomez once hired 
Nazi war criminal Kins Bar¬ 
bie, now serving a fife sentence 
fa France, to instruct his forces 
that tortured and IdDed opposi¬ 
tion figures. 

The White House hafled Arce 
Gomez’s arrest, which took 
place Sunday at a farm fa Santa 
Cruz, Bolivia. 


“The arrest of Arce Gomez 
semis a message that the presi¬ 


dent wffl work with other gov¬ 
ernments to pursue vigor ou sl y 
individuals who traffic La 
drags,” it said hi a statement. 

Arce Gomez and Garda 
Meta, whose government is ac¬ 
cused by Wasfafagtou of having 
been in league with Bolivia’s 
cocaine traffickers, also face 
charges of rander and mffitary 
rebeffin in Bofivfa. 

Garda Meza, who wfpw j 
from house arrest early this 
year, had been toopted by Ms 
fellow army officers before they, 
stood down in fimnr of m 
elected dvffian government fa 
1982. 

Bolivia has no extradition 
treaty with Washington and the 
exptdswa of Arce Gomez was 
befieved to be the first flw«c a 
suspected drug trafficker had 
beat sent for trial in the UJ5. 

Arce Gomez had been 
arrested hi 1983 in Argentina, 
when the a rmed forces were 
still in power there. He escaped 
after Ms extradition was sought 
by tiie United States. 


Bolivia and Pen grow most 

of the Coca leaf that is turned 
Into cocaine in Colombian 
jungle laboratories and then 
exported to tiie United Stater 
ami Europe. 

The U.S. fad k fmcat states 
the conspiracy lasted from 1960 
to 1981 and names several 
other Bofiviau government and 
mffitary officials among IS de¬ 
fendants in the case. 

Arce Gomez faces charges 
under the same fanUd m ent that 
led to the extraction to Mteuri 
fa October of Colombian 
national Anna de Tamayo Rod¬ 
riguez, 59. She was desc rib ed 
as a minor player fa the afleged 
gmuggfag ring* 




JQPHAN TIMKS. WEDNESDAY. DECEMBER 13, gg» 


repatriation of boat people 


Hanoi. 

Hong Kong would Kke the Un¬ 
ited Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR) to monitor 
the returned boat pebple, but the 
relief agency Tuesday called the 
mandatory repatriation program¬ 
me ‘premature’ and refused to 
participate. 

The UNHCR has coordinated 
a p rogramme of voluntary repat¬ 
riation in which 637 Vietnamese 
have returned to their homeland 
since March. They represent only 
a fraction of the 44,000 boat 
people who face possible de¬ 
portation unless they qualify as 
refugees. 

So far, nearly 6,800 Viet¬ 
namese screened by Hong Kong 
.immig ration officials have failed 
to receive refugee status, com¬ 
pared with just more than 700 
who qualified. 

Opponents of forced repatria¬ 
tion have argued that it could 
trigger violence in the detention 
centres and lead some there to try 
suicide. Vietnamese already have 
staged hunger strikes and demon¬ 
strations to protest being sent 
home against their will. Several 
bloody riots have broken out. 




Joyride m a 
sheriffs car 


FORT COLLINS, Colo 
(AP) — A woman stole a j 


Aquino aide warns of further attempts 


Philippine troops raid 


homes of coup suspects 


meat soldiers Tuesday raided the 
houses of a suspected leader and 
a suspected sympathiser of last 
week’s coop attempt and seized 
ammuni tion and radio equip¬ 
ment, the military reported. The 
suspects were not in their homes. 

Meanwhile, the state-run news 
agency reported that between 300 
million and 500 million pesos 
($143 million and $23.8 million) 
worth of mflitaiy equipment was 
destroyed in' the seven-day 
mutiny. 

President Corazon Aquino’s 
national security adviser warned 
Tuesday there could be a new 
army coup in the Philippines if 
g o ve rnm ent and military leaders 
ignore rebel appeals for political 
and economic reforms. 

“I cannot rule out the possibil¬ 
ity of another coup before Presi¬ 
dent Aquino’s term of office ex¬ 
pires in 1992s if we refuse to face 
problems squarely and do some¬ 
thing about them,” Rafael Deto, 
a former defence minister, said in 
an interview. 

Mflitaiy sources said they had 
evidence that some politicians 
were directly involved in the 
latest revolt fa winch 119 people 
were killed and about 600 
wounded. 

Brigadier-General Rodolfo 


Biazon, responsible for Manila's 
defences, said the putsch was 
financed by people “already 
known but who wul remain un¬ 
named.” 

He said it cost from 300 million 
to 800 milli on pesos ($14 million 
to $37 million). A rebel general 
who led an assault at Camp 
Aguinaldo military headquarters 
in Manila was paid 25 million 
pesos ($1.1 million). 

“The rebels even received their 
Christmas bonuses ahead of our 
officers and men,” Biazon fold 
reporters. 

Aquino last week linked her 
estranged Vice-President Salva¬ 
dor Laurel,' former Defence 
Minister Juan Ponce Entile and 
her wealthy cousin, industrialist 
Eduardo Cojuangco, to the plot 
Entile and Laurel denied tiie 
accusations. 

An officer, speaking on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity, said raiders 
'seized 150 rounds of M-16 and SO 
rounds of Ua submachine-gun 
ammunition from the house of 
former army Major Lyel Tugbang 
near the Manila airport in sub¬ 
urban Paranaque. 

Soldiers also found radio 
6qmpment and a list of radio 
frequencies, inducting those of 32 
metropolitan Manila police sta¬ 
tions and the Manila Bulletm, the 


nation’s largest newspaper, he 
said.. 

The military said Ttigbaog led 
rebel troops who disarmed air 
force soldiers guarding Manila’s 
doemstic airport in the eariy 
horns of first day of the amp 
attempt. Rebel troops occupied 
the airport for 12 hours. 

' The 40 M-16‘assault rifles 
taken by tiie rebel soldiers from 
tire air force guards have not been 
recovered, foe officer said. 

Tugbang also led a rebel band 
that tried to break through a 
mflitaiy blockade on a seaside 
road near the airport, be added. 

Soktierealso raided the house 
of Comelk) Sangalang, identified 
only as a former nrifitaiy officer 
and rebel sympathiser. The milit¬ 
ary said a van that had been used 
to transport the missing M-16s 
was found in the garage of Sanga- 
lang’s home, which also was near 
the airport. 

Tugbang and S angalang were 
not at home during the raids. 
Tngbang’s wife told raiders her 
hnsbana had not come for about 
a month. 

The Philippines News Agency 
said mflitaiy losses in the coup 
a tt em pt included t h ree' World 
War Q vintage T-28 planes and 
one Sikorsky helicopter gunship 
used fay the rebels* 


adding that charges 
fag. Deputy Bin Ecfcrich hut 
stopped to talk withlbe stranded 
driver, Johnathan Crosey, when 
Watt, Crosey’sgirlfriend, 
“jumped inside the sheriffs de^ 
partznent vehide and locked all of 
the doors,” Ktith said. “The nett. 
thing we knew, she wastaDangfar" 
bfa radio,” “Shewas verybcl%©- 
rent and using foul language. She': 
wasn’t very nice at all” - - ‘' 
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ARAB BANK LTD 


ARAB BANK HAS THE PLEASURE TO ANNOUNCE THE 
OPENING OF TWO NEW OFFICES IN 


p Wahdat (Al Yarmouk Street) & Zarqa (Ghuweirieh District) 


I BANKING SERVICES WILL COMMENCE EFFECTIVE SATURDAY DECEMBER 9,1989 


CUSTOMERS ARE INVITED TO DEAL WITH THE NEW 
OFFICES WHICH CAN PROVIDE THEM WITH THE 
FOLLOWING SERVICES: 


DIRECT 


INDIRECT (Thru the Brandi) 


— OPENING OF ACCOUNTS 

— DEPOSITING AND WITHDRAWING CASH 

— CHEQUE DEPOSITS 

— TRAVELLERS CHEQUES 

— CASHING INCOMING TRANSFERS 

— ISSUING MONEY ORDERS 

— BILLS/CHEQUES FOR COLLECTION 


— ISSUING CHEQUE BOOKS 

— LETTERS OF CREDIT 

— GU ARANT EES 

— CERTIFIED CHEQUES FOR CUSTOMERS 

— ISSUING CARDS FOR THE ATM 

— COLLECTION BILLSAN AND OUT 

— CREDIT FACILITIES APPLICATION 


Clients who have accounts with any Arab Bank branch 
in Jordan can deposit and withdraw money 
from any of the offices. 


Arab Bank Ltd. 

Wahdat - Yarmouk Street 
Address : Wahdat - Yarmouk Street 
P. O. Box 16067 and 620945 
Tel: 740771 - 748772 
Fax; 748773 


Arab Bank Ltd . 

Zarqa - Qhuwelrleh 

Address: Zarqa , Ghuweirieh 

King Gfcazi Street 

P. O. Box 145 

Tel: ( 0 / 9 ) 99748H09) 997482 


Fax: 997483 

All oor branches and offices can serve our clients needs in 
cash foreign currencies morning And evening. 










































